
November brings us two important occasions that invite us to remember, reflect,
and give thanks: All Saints Day and Thanksgiving. At first glance, they might seem
like separate celebrations. One invites us to remember the faithful who have gone
before us, while the other encourages us to count our blessings. But perhaps these
two occasions belong together more than we realize. After all, one of the greatest
blessings we can give thanks for is the faith that has been passed down to us by
those who came before us.
When we celebrate All Saints Day, we remember the people whose lives helped
shape our own journeys of faith. Some were family members who taught us to pray
before we ever understood what prayer meant. Others were Sunday school
teachers, pastors, youth leaders, or faithful friends who helped us discover what it
means to follow Jesus. Some offered a quiet word of encouragement at just the
right moment. Others showed us what faith looks like through the way they lived,
loved, served, and endured difficult seasons of life.
Not all of these saints were famous, and most would never have thought of
themselves as extraordinary. They were simply people who loved God and tried to
live faithfully. Yet their influence continues long after their earthly lives have ended.
The writer of Hebrews reminds us that we are surrounded by a “great cloud of
witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1). Their stories remind us that faith is not something we
create on our own. It is a gift we receive, a treasure we nurture, and a legacy we
are called to share. Someone helped us discover the love of Christ, and now we
have the privilege of helping someone else discover that same love.
That is where Thanksgiving enters the picture. As we gather around tables with
family and friends, we will undoubtedly give thanks for the blessings of the past
year. But, perhaps we should also give thanks for the people whose faithfulness
helped bring us to where we are today. We can thank God for the saints who
prayed for us, taught us, encouraged us, challenged us, and showed us the way of
Jesus.
And then we must ask ourselves an important question: What kind of faith are we
passing on to those who will come after us?
The next generation needs more than a church building, a collection of traditions,
or stories about how things used to be. They need people who demonstrate the
love of Christ, who welcome others with open hearts, who serve their neighbors
with compassion, and who live with a hope that endures even in difficult times in
their lives.
This November, may All Saints Day remind us of the faithful people who helped
shape our lives, and may Thanksgiving fill our hearts with gratitude for their
witness. Most of all, may we live in such a way that those who follow us will one
day have reason to give thanks for the faith we shared with them.
We are thankful for the saints who came before us.  By God's grace, may we
become faithful saints for those who come after us.

And may the peace of Christ be with you,
Pastor Doug    
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Upcoming Sundays:
November 1

All Saints Sunday
November 8
Communion

November 22
Christ the King
November 29

First Sunday of Advent
Adult Choir Sings at all 3 services in the Sanctuary

December 6
Second Sunday of Advent

Communion
December 13

Third Sunday of Advent
December 20

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 27

10:00 am Sanctuary Service Only

WorshipWorship
With Us!With Us!
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Don’t forget
to turn your
clocks back

on 
November

1st!
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Click here to sign up to
volunteer or scan the

QR Code.

Friday, November 6 from 8:00 am-6:00 pm &
Saturday, November 7 from 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

Items may be donated between 7:30 am - 6:00 pm on:
Monday, November 2
Tuesday, November 3

Wednesday, November 4
Thursday November 5

MISSION OF HOPE YARD SALEMISSION OF HOPE YARD SALEMISSION OF HOPE YARD SALE

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CADA829A6FE3-66150550-yard


In anticipation of the 10  Annual Cookie
Walk, Carol Brown is offering a fun, hands-
on cookie decorating class where you’ll
learn tips and techniques for creating
beautiful cookies to enjoy, share and sell!

th
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Ending homelessness is about more
than providing a roof over someone’s

head. Those moving into a new
home also need the everyday

essentials that make a house a home
—chairs, tables, sofas, lamps, pots,
pans, and most importantly, beds.



2026 COOKIE WALK
Saturday, December 5
9:00 am until noon
Wrightsville United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall
4 Live Oak Drive, Wrightsville Beach

WE ARE ACTIVELY SEEKING BAKERS!
The success of this event depends on an abundant supply of baked
goods.Sign up to donate your favorite cookies, candies, or holiday treats.

Sign up to bake today: Scan the QR Code, click here, or email
WUMCCookieWalk@gmail.com
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SCAN THE QR CODE TO
SIGN UP TO BAKE!

BAKERS NEEDED FOR THE
10  ANNUAL COOKIE WALK!TH

Calling all bakers!  The United Women in Faith
are gearing up for the 10  Annual Wrightsville
UMC Cookie Walk on Saturday, December 5,
and we need your help to make this milestone
year our sweetest one yet!

th

The success of the Cookie Walk depends on an
abundant assortment of homemade goodies.  We
welcome cookies, candies, speciality treats,
and even homemade pet treats.  Whether you
bake a treasured family recipe or have a holiday
favorite everyone loves, we would be grateful for
your contribution.

And there’s a specail treat for our bakers!  The
first 100 bakers who donate at least 100
cookies will receive a limited-edition handmade
10  Anniversary Cookie Walk ornament as our
thank-you.

th

Proceeds from the Cookie Walk support local
missions serving children and families, as
well as the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
Help us celebrate 10 sweet years!  To sign up
to bake or receive more information, contact Carol
Brown at WUMCCookieWalk@gmail.com.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848ADAC22ABF5C70-44387167-cookie?useFullSite=true#/
mailto:WUMCCookieWalk@gmail.com


Lighting the Advent Wreath CandlesLighting the Advent Wreath CandlesLighting the Advent Wreath Candles
One of our wonderful Advent traditions here at Wrightsville

UMC is the lighting of the candles of the Advent Wreath on each
of the Sundays of Advent as well as during the Christmas Eve

Services.  It is an opportunity to read the pre-selected scripture
and light the Advent candles.  It’s a wonderful congregational

tradition as well as a personal tradition for several of our folks.  
Why not make it your new tradition this year?

If you would like to be a part of the lighting of the Advent
Wreath Candles, please sign up on the deep roots bulletin board

or email donna@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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EVENT DETAILS
We invite you, your family, and your neighbors to step away from the holiday busyness and
join us for an evening of reflective word and music. 
• Event: All Is Calm Worship Concert 
• Presented by: The Wrightsville UMC Chancel Choir & a 15-piece orchestra featuring members
of the Wilmington Symphony Orchestra 
• Narration: Dennis Childs 
• Direction: Bryan Underwood, WUMC Music Director 
• Date: Sunday, December 20, 2026 
• Times: 4:00 PM & 6:00 PM 
• Location: Sanctuary of Wrightsville United Methodist Church

There is no admission charged for this event.  There will be opportunity to give to an offering at the conclusion
of each performance.

All monetary donations will go back into the Music and Worship Ministry of Wrightsville UMC to continue
outreach events like this one.

COME PAUSE, REMEMBER, AND CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR WHO BRINGS LIGHT TO OUR
DARKNESS AND CALM TO OUR SOULS. 

On Christmas Eve in 1968, as Apollo 8 orbited the
Moon, the crew gazed back at our fragile, blue planet
floating in the dark void of space. Looking down upon
Earth, astronaut Jim Lovell spoke words that echoed
across millions of television sets around the world:
"The vast loneliness is awe-inspiring and it makes you
realize just what you have back there on Earth.” 
Moments later, the crew took turns reading the opening
lines of Genesis 1, offering a message of hope, peace,
and eternal order to a world weary from conflict.

That momentous broadcast mirrors the very first
Christmas night. Just as light broke into the dark void
of the cosmos at Creation, God sent His Son into a
dark, fractured world—not with grand spectacle, but in
the stillness of a humble manger. The quiet arrival of
Christ answered humanity’s deep loneliness with the
promise of His presence: Immanuel, God with us.
In a world that often feels rushed and uncertain, the
message of Christmas remains unchanged. Christ
comes to bring peace to troubled hearts, stillness to
anxious minds, and hope to every corner of our lives. 

YOU ARE INVITED to Experience "All Is Calm" – A Special Christmas Worship Concert
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GATHER         LISTEN         RESPOND         JOURNEY

SERVE WITH THE COVE HOSPITALITY TEAM
Our Hospitality Team greets and ushers each Sunday, helping every guest

feel welcomed from the moment they arrive. If God is stirring your heart to

serve in this new capacity, contact our Hospitality Co-Chairs,

Scotty & Kristin Selby, at kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org.

SERVE AS A COMMUNION STEWARD
At The Cove, we gather around the Lord’s Table every Sunday, and

we’d love to invite you to be part of this sacred moment by serving as a

Holy Communion Steward. Help us extend Christ’s welcome and grace

to all who come to the Table. If you’d like to serve,

please contact Pastor Eunsoo, eunsoo@wrightsvilleumc.org

SERVE ON THE PARKING TEAM
The first holy ground our guests step on isn't the Sanctuary or Fellowship

Hall, it's the parking lot! We're looking for friendly, joyful people to fill the

busiest spot on campus with welcome and grace from 9:15–9:45 am. To

serve, contact our Parking Team Co-Chairs, Ryan & Kim Gilbert, at

teamgilbert.rg@gmail.com.

mailto:kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org
mailto:eunsoo@wrightsvilleumc.org
mailto:teamgilbert.rg@gmail.com


Mentors
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Lydia Circle will meet on Monday, November 9 at 4:00 pm at the home
of Lois Steele. Contact Betsy Summey at epsummey@gmail.com.

Ruth Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 18 at 10 am in the
Parlor. Contact Marie Cooke at marievcooke@gmail.com.

Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday, November 10 at 12 pm in Room
206. Contact: Jeannie DeGaetano at jeanniedegaetano@gmail.com.

Esther Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 10 at 6 pm in Room 206.
Contact: Jen Fagan at JenniferTFagan@gmail.com.

Wes Edwards, Kim Edwards, Jay Harris, Dave Brewer, Richard Segal, Jay Joyner,
Isabella Owens, Jim Ross, Kim Gilbert

We are so grateful for this year’s Confirmation Mentors who have made the meaningful commitment to walk
alongside our confirmands throughout their year-long faith journey, offering guidance, encouragement, and

support as they grow in their relationship with Christ.

mailto:epsummey@gmail.com
mailto:marievcooke@gmail.com
mailto:marievcooke@gmail.com
mailto:jeanniedegaetano@gmail.com
mailto:JenniferTFagan@gmail.com


https://onrealm.org/WrightsvilleUMC

https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org

Lisa Menius, Data Manager
lisa@wrightsvilleumc.org
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REALM ONLINE DIRECTORY
Realm is our secure online church community where you can connect, communicate, give,

and stay up to date with WUMC events.

Our church family is filled with so many wonderful faces, and we'd love to see yours in our online
church directory, Realm!

We invite everyone to take a few minutes to log in, explore the directory, reconnect with friends and
neighbors, and make sure your profile is up to date. If you haven't created an account yet, now is
the perfect time to join!

And don't forget to add your photo! Seeing familiar faces makes our directory even more meaningful
and helps us put names with faces as we continue to build connections throughout our church
family.

Need a little help? Lisa Menius is happy to assist! Simply send her your favorite photo, and she'll
upload it for you, or she can walk you through the steps.

Let's Put a Face to Every Name in Realm!

Let's fill our directory with the smiling
faces of Wrightsville UMC!

https://onrealm.org/WrightsvilleUMC
https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/
https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/
mailto:lisa@wrightsvilleumc.org
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The Way of the Heart by Henri J.M. Nouwen
Inspired by the ancient wisdom of St. Anthony and the Desert Fathers,
Henri Nouwen’s The Way of the Heart invites us to rediscover a simpler,
deeper path toward God through solitude, silence, and prayer. Nouwen
reminds us that solitude is not simply being alone, silence creates space
to tend the presence of God within us, and prayer is learning to stand
before God with our whole selves. This brief but profound book offers a
timely invitation to step away from the noise and busyness of life and
reconnect with what truly matters: the presence of God.

Reading the Signs of Daily Life by Henri J. M. Nouwen
How do we recognize God’s voice amid the noise and uncertainty of daily
life? In Discernment: Reading the Signs of Daily Life, Henri Nouwen offers
gentle and practical wisdom for anyone seeking to understand God’s call.
Drawing from his teaching, journals, and unpublished writings, Nouwen
encourages us to listen for God through Scripture, prayer, the community
of faith, and especially the voices of those on the margins. This
thoughtful book reminds us that discernment is not simply about finding
the “right” answer, but learning to pay attention to where God is already
speaking and leading us.

Pastor Miles' NovemberPastor Miles' November
B o o k  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n sB o o k  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   

Pastor Miles' November
B o o k  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
The life of faith involves both devotion and understanding. Through study and reflection, our minds

and hearts are gently shaped and deepened in the way of Christ. Here are a few book
recommendations for November to encourage thoughtful reading and continued growth in faith.



THE MUSIC OF THE CHURCH
A Musical Journey

through
Munich, Salzburg, Vienna, and Prague

Tentatively scheduled for
September 21 - October 1, 2027

Hiking from
Paris to Chartres

Spring of 2028

Hiking from
Paris to Chartres

Spring of 2028

Tentative Dates:
April 26-May 7, 2028
Tentative Dates:
April 26-May 7, 2028

Questions?
Email

donna@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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G E T  R E A D Y  T O  P A C K  Y O U R  B A G S !
We're putting the finishing touches on our next two exciting

trips, so stay tuned for more details coming soon!

mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org


‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:40
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O U T R E A C H

Click here to purchase tickets.

“Meals of Love” lunches at Lower Cape Fear Hospice and Life Care Center make it possible for
family members to remain close to loved ones. Our church hopes to provide simple lunches such as

sandwiches, pizza, etc for 15-20 people on the third Wednesday of each month between 11:00 am
and noon. No utensils or drinks needed. Food should be dated and put in disposable containers.

If individuals and/or groups are interested in providing a lunch in 2027, please contact Kay Warren
at kwarren51@hotmail.com or 910-231-3667 for more details or sign up on the Outreach bulletin.

https://tinyurl.com/Roast-for-Hope
mailto:kwarren51@hotmail.com


‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:40
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O U T R E A C H

Methodist Home for Children
“Angel Tree”

Look for our Angel Tree in the Narthex!
Requests from the families at the Methodist Home for Children

will be available on the tree starting November 15th.  

Donations should be brought to the church by 
Sunday, December 6.

Questions? Email miles@wrightsvilleumc.org

Our Racial Unity Group invites you to help continue our
Christmas tradition of giving to those who are just
embarking on their second chance journey. You can
show your love and support by helping us "Fill a
Stocking" for a resident at L.I.N.C. Please review the
available slots below and click on the button to sign up.
Bring your unwrapped items to the church by Monday,
December 14, and drop them in the Racial Unity Box in
the main office. 

Thank you all for helping us bring a smile to those who
are looking for a fresh start and in need of a little love
from their community. Merry Christmas!

Click here for the link to donate.

Racial Unity Group is serving dinner to our friends at L.I.N.C. this year, and we'd love your
help. Whether you're interested in the dinner, our stocking outreach, or joining our ministry, 

please contact Pastor Miles at miles@wrightsvilleumc.org. Everyone is welcome to join!

mailto:miles@wrightsvilleumc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4AA9A929ABFC1-66772254-christmas
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Click here to sign up to volunteer.
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084CAFAF2DA2FCC34-65767236-wrightsville#/
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November 2026 BirthdaysNovember 2026 Birthdays

If you have news to share with your church family, please email Kristin Selby
(kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org) by November 10 so it may be included in the next newsletter.

1.   Kristin Selby, Ruth Cotton, Wilkerson Garrett, Claxton Baer, Melissa Riddle, Mike Kleppinger, Jarrett Anderson,
      Jack Hooper, Louise Roberts, Melanie Wooten, Jack Crogan, Lindsay Benfer, Mark Wells
2.   Cindy Black, Bodie Roberts, Brian Brown, June Jarman, Juliana Benson, Kinsley Creswell
3.   Wanda Farmer, Caroline Locklear, Reaves Wilson, John Campbell, Sarah Phelps, Lacy Dean, Leah Lucas, 
      Rhett Rhodenhiser, Margaret Bowman, Jeff Fair, Sam Grimes, Amie Cofini, Sadie Lankford
4.   Beverly Hardee, Donna Hickman, Anne McGee, Jud Horne, Lily Gross, Marshall Carroll, Jule Bisplinghoff, 
      Beatrix Wilson
5.   Hadley Belisle, Alex Posey, Don Reichard, Bella Sanchez, Karmen Vinzcaino, Marley Brisson, Annabelle Fulop, 
      Rory Kiviat
6.   Betty Adams, John Adams, Fin Pleasant, Hudson Atkins
7.   Anna Bruton, Elaine George, Ryan Rhodenhiser, Joylin Rakowski, Francesca Carilli, Emily Crogan
8.   Randall Wilkins, Kim Edwards, Lolly Maginnes, Steve Morris, Scott Primavera, Cindy Worden, Creighton Hayworth
9.   Max Woodbury, Jerome Pinckney, McCallum Hutchins, Ben Hutsell, Walt Hutsell, Shelby Roche, Neale McIntyre, 
      Sean Doyle, Owen Gross, Brady Cohen, Wyatt Ludwig, Nicole Fauble
10. Marlene White, Joyce Galloway, Emily Lain, Maia Grawey, Luke Dixon, Jack Bullers, Scotty Gould, Payton Wise
11. Kate Maginnes, Corina Chambers, Patricia Braswell, Stan Cunningham, Jane Pope, Emma Gross, Lynn Matheron, 
      Rose Datta, Bobby Segars, Margot McRainey, Sam Franck, Davis Cernugel
12. Thomas Ridenour, Emma Claire Carroll, Taylor Lilly, Joe Helfrich
13. Lydia Desmond, Charlotte Worsley, Artie Rickert, Wesley Rickert, Kathryn Heustess, Tristan Dodson
14. Susan Kaiser, Ella Kate Hetzell, Laura Lofthus, Laura Basile, Sallie Riggan, States Cooke, Greta Koehler
15. Bonnie Wells, Kathy Busby, Carter Daniels, Porter Morgan, Kent Lofthus, Jerry O’Quinn, Matilda Wilson
16. Casey Salem, Ann McAdams, Gabriel Wawner
17. Rob Bagley, Carol Tertzagian, Will Sullivan, Sadie Phelps, Lin Bostain, Beau Toups
18. Marion Nease, Mel Pitts, Jeff Turpin, Sawyer Rae, Cotton Heustess, Max Kline, Ryder Harrison, Elizabeth Locklear
19. Theresa Tayloe, Ron Staton, Patrick Edwards, Mike Parker, Doreen Bill, Braelyn Harris, Lyons McCorkle, 
      Conner Williams, Payton Lovell, Niccolo Caliva, Shannan Stevens
20. Melissa Wagenseller, Lane McCorkle, Hamilton Willis, Peggy Harkey, Monica Massey, Genevieve Wilson, 
      Kristin Hufham, Ginny Peterson
21. Eloise Connors, Trace Turner, David Wortman, Christin Walsh, Joanna King
22. Mary Johnson, Tyler Mathew, Max Dattilo, Torrey Hanna, Maddox Frick, Kaison Southerland, Kamran Southerland, 
      Ella Moorman
23. Mike Hutsell, Shay Pittillo, Luke Caddell, Jakki Jethro, Hunter Gowdy, Jacki Hedgecock
24. Blaine Stowe, Emily Bazemore
25. Ann Upchurch, Lisa Haywood, CJ Mincey, Webster Eckel, Matt Ross, Christie Cole
26. Anne Zabriskie, Kelly Jewell, Laura Midgett, Hardy Posey, Beverly Lovell
27. Jan Efird, Julia Walker Jewell, Amy Kullberg, Ashley Wells, Cora Bradley, Campbell Smith, Jeff Flater
28. Virginia Grey Norvell, Kelly Oxendine, Lynn Felton, Holly Dooley, Criss Allen
29. Don Crysler, Davis Ingle, Heather Jarman, Jackson Jarman, Anna George Roberts, Williams Maus
30. Eunsoo Kang, Lauren Ross, Zack Godwin

mailto:kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org


Prayer List for November 2026Prayer List for November 2026
"Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  The prayer of the righteous is 

powerful and effective."  (James 5:16)

A requested prayer of thanks from many who have benefited from your prayers.

We encourage you to lift up the names of people in our church, your family, or friends 
you know personally so that the church might pray for them.

If you would like to add a person's name to the prayer list please contact 
Mikki Perry at mikki@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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Bob Norvell (Jackson Norvell’s father), Brenda Wingo (Hylan Furniss’ mother),
Frank White Jr. (Betty Shumpert’s brother), George Truman

Condolences to the families of:Condolences to the families of:

Joni Mitchell
Charlie Stallings
Lesa Broadhead
Joe Bolton
Rosalie Howell
Keisha Morrissey
Zenz Family
Ellie Everett
Charles Allen
Frances Feil
Matt Hunter
Jordan Shomaker
Bruce Hickman
Camden White
Sarah Burris
Jonathan Rowell
Lisa Anderson
US Military & their 
   families

Ensley Coleman
David Wright
Jeanne Butler
Colin Eagles
Neena Fackrell
Erin Lane
Andy Pitts
Beverly Pitts
Lily Wells
Will Cole
Davis Family
Tiffany Knight
Doug Padgett
John & Laura Brady
Theresa Cox
Phyllis Edgerton
Tayler Hodgson
Buddy Graham
Troy and Maureen Barboza 
Alan Broadwell

Mya Gainey
Carter Lee
Owens Family
Terry Smith
Mary Johnson
Charles & Rodney Kemp
Susan Stigall
Mimi Bauer
Peggy Lee
Helen Baseley
Kevin Brown
Marne Hogan
Pearl Rowell
Rick Schomo
Janet Eberle
Flo McClain
Jim Farrior
Sandra Cherry
Don Reichard
Margaret Posey

mailto:mikki@wrightsvilleumc.org
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4 Live Oak Drive / PO Box 748
Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480

Return Services Requested

Please check out the following information...

Realm Profile Picture
Book Recommendations
Travel Opportunities
Outreach
Outreach
Children of JOY
4:12 Youth
Family Ministry
November Birthdays
Prayer List
November Calendar

Letter from Pastor Doug
Worship with Us
Mission of Hope Yard Sale
November Events
November Events
November Events
2026 Cookie Walk
Advent
All is Calm
Tis the Season
The Cove Information
UWF & Confirmation Mentors

  Page 13
  Page 14
  Page 15
  Page 16
  Page 17
  Page 18
  Page 19
  Page 20
  Page 21
  Page 22
  Page 23

Page 1
Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 7
Page 8
Page 9

  Page 10
  Page 11
  Page 12

Phone 910.256.4471  |  www.wrightsvilleumc.org
Office Hours | Monday - Thursday | 8:30 am - 2:30 pm


	November 2026
	Doug Lain
	Eunsoo Kang
	Miles Baker Hunt
	David Haley
	Donna Pinckney
	Jamie Borum
	Abby Bruner
	Joseph Hughes
	Pam Hutsell
	Kelly Jewell
	Kristi Lowell
	Ryan Mansbery
	Lisa Menius
	TJ Mitchell
	Christina Norvell
	Jackson Norvell
	Mikki Perry
	Carrie Price
	Casey Price
	Courtney Rickert
	Kristin Selby
	Bryan Underwood
	Thankful for the Saints
	November brings us two important occasions that invite us to remember, reflect, and give thanks: All Saints Day and Thanksgiving. At first glance, they might seem like separate celebrations. One invites us to remember the faithful who have gone before us, while the other encourages us to count our blessings. But perhaps these two occasions belong together more than we realize. After all, one of the greatest blessings we can give thanks for is the faith that has been passed down to us by those who came before us.
	When we celebrate All Saints Day, we remember the people whose lives helped shape our own journeys of faith. Some were family members who taught us to pray before we ever understood what prayer meant. Others were Sunday school teachers, pastors, youth leaders, or faithful friends who helped us discover what it means to follow Jesus. Some offered a quiet word of encouragement at just the right moment. Others showed us what faith looks like through the way they lived, loved, served, and endured difficult seasons of life.
	Not all of these saints were famous, and most would never have thought of themselves as extraordinary. They were simply people who loved God and tried to live faithfully. Yet their influence continues long after their earthly lives have ended.
	The writer of Hebrews reminds us that we are surrounded by a “great cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1). Their stories remind us that faith is not something we create on our own. It is a gift we receive, a treasure we nurture, and a legacy we are called to share. Someone helped us discover the love of Christ, and now we have the privilege of helping someone else discover that same love.
	That is where Thanksgiving enters the picture. As we gather around tables with family and friends, we will undoubtedly give thanks for the blessings of the past year. But, perhaps we should also give thanks for the people whose faithfulness helped bring us to where we are today. We can thank God for the saints who prayed for us, taught us, encouraged us, challenged us, and showed us the way of Jesus.
	And then we must ask ourselves an important question: What kind of faith are we passing on to those who will come after us?
	The next generation needs more than a church building, a collection of traditions, or stories about how things used to be. They need people who demonstrate the love of Christ, who welcome others with open hearts, who serve their neighbors with compassion, and who live with a hope that endures even in difficult times in their lives.
	This November, may All Saints Day remind us of the faithful people who helped shape our lives, and may Thanksgiving fill our hearts with gratitude for their witness. Most of all, may we live in such a way that those who follow us will one day have reason to give thanks for the faith we shared with them.
	We are thankful for the saints who came before us.  By God's grace, may we become faithful saints for those who come after us.
	And may the peace of Christ be with you,
	Pastor Doug


	Worship
	With Us!
	Upcoming Sundays:
	November 1
	All Saints Sunday

	November 8
	Communion

	November 22
	Christ the King

	November 29
	First Sunday of Advent
	Adult Choir Sings at all 3 services in the Sanctuary

	December 6
	Second Sunday of Advent
	Communion

	December 13
	Third Sunday of Advent

	December 20
	Fourth Sunday of Advent

	December 27
	10:00 am Sanctuary Service Only


	Don’t forget to turn your clocks back on
	November 1st!

	MISSION OF HOPE YARD SALE
	Friday, November 6 from 8:00 am-6:00 pm &
	Saturday, November 7 from 8:00 am-12:00 pm
	Items may be donated between 7:30 am - 6:00 pm on:
	Monday, November 2
	Tuesday, November 3
	Wednesday, November 4
	Thursday November 5

	Click here to sign up to volunteer or scan the QR Code.

	In anticipation of the 10th Annual Cookie Walk, Carol Brown is offering a fun, hands-on cookie decorating class where you’ll learn tips and techniques for creating beautiful cookies to enjoy, share and sell!
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	Ending homelessness is about more than providing a roof over someone’s head. Those moving into a new home also need the everyday essentials that make a house a home—chairs, tables, sofas, lamps, pots, pans, and most importantly, beds.
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	BAKERS NEEDED FOR THE
	10TH ANNUAL COOKIE WALK!
	The success of the Cookie Walk depends on an abundant assortment of homemade goodies.  We welcome cookies, candies, speciality treats, and even homemade pet treats.  Whether you bake a treasured family recipe or have a holiday favorite everyone loves, we would be grateful for your contribution.
	And there’s a specail treat for our bakers!  The first 100 bakers who donate at least 100 cookies will receive a limited-edition handmade 10th Anniversary Cookie Walk ornament as our thank-you.
	Proceeds from the Cookie Walk support local missions serving children and families, as well as the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
	Help us celebrate 10 sweet years!  To sign up to bake or receive more information, contact Carol Brown at WUMCCookieWalk@gmail.com.
	SCAN THE QR CODE TO
	SIGN UP TO BAKE!


	2026 COOKIE WALK
	Saturday, December 5
	9:00 am until noon
	Wrightsville United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall
	4 Live Oak Drive, Wrightsville Beach
	WE ARE ACTIVELY SEEKING BAKERS!
	The success of this event depends on an abundant supply of baked goods.Sign up to donate your favorite cookies, candies, or holiday treats.
	Sign up to bake today: Scan the QR Code, click here, or email WUMCCookieWalk@gmail.com


	Lighting the Advent Wreath Candles
	One of our wonderful Advent traditions here at Wrightsville UMC is the lighting of the candles of the Advent Wreath on each of the Sundays of Advent as well as during the Christmas Eve Services.  It is an opportunity to read the pre-selected scripture and light the Advent candles.  It’s a wonderful congregational tradition as well as a personal tradition for several of our folks.
	Why not make it your new tradition this year?
	If you would like to be a part of the lighting of the Advent Wreath Candles, please sign up on the deep roots bulletin board or email donna@wrightsvilleumc.org.
	YOU ARE INVITED to Experience "All Is Calm" – A Special Christmas Worship Concert
	On Christmas Eve in 1968, as Apollo 8 orbited the Moon, the crew gazed back at our fragile, blue planet floating in the dark void of space. Looking down upon Earth, astronaut Jim Lovell spoke words that echoed across millions of television sets around the world:
	"The vast loneliness is awe-inspiring and it makes you realize just what you have back there on Earth.”
	Moments later, the crew took turns reading the opening lines of Genesis 1, offering a message of hope, peace, and eternal order to a world weary from conflict.
	That momentous broadcast mirrors the very first Christmas night. Just as light broke into the dark void of the cosmos at Creation, God sent His Son into a dark, fractured world—not with grand spectacle, but in the stillness of a humble manger. The quiet arrival of Christ answered humanity’s deep loneliness with the promise of His presence: Immanuel, God with us.
	In a world that often feels rushed and uncertain, the message of Christmas remains unchanged. Christ comes to bring peace to troubled hearts, stillness to anxious minds, and hope to every corner of our lives.



	EVENT DETAILS
	We invite you, your family, and your neighbors to step away from the holiday busyness and join us for an evening of reflective word and music.
	• Event: All Is Calm Worship Concert
	• Presented by: The Wrightsville UMC Chancel Choir & a 15-piece orchestra featuring members of the Wilmington Symphony Orchestra
	• Narration: Dennis Childs
	• Direction: Bryan Underwood, WUMC Music Director
	• Date: Sunday, December 20, 2026
	• Times: 4:00 PM & 6:00 PM
	• Location: Sanctuary of Wrightsville United Methodist Church
	There is no admission charged for this event.  There will be opportunity to give to an offering at the conclusion of each performance.
	All monetary donations will go back into the Music and Worship Ministry of Wrightsville UMC to continue outreach events like this one.

	COME PAUSE, REMEMBER, AND CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR WHO BRINGS LIGHT TO OUR DARKNESS AND CALM TO OUR SOULS.
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	GATHER         LISTEN         RESPOND         JOURNEY
	SERVE WITH THE COVE HOSPITALITY TEAM
	Our Hospitality Team greets and ushers each Sunday, helping every guest feel welcomed from the moment they arrive. If God is stirring your heart to serve in this new capacity, contact our Hospitality Co-Chairs,
	Scotty & Kristin Selby, at kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org.

	SERVE AS A COMMUNION STEWARD
	At The Cove, we gather around the Lord’s Table every Sunday, and
	we’d love to invite you to be part of this sacred moment by serving as a
	Holy Communion Steward. Help us extend Christ’s welcome and grace
	to all who come to the Table. If you’d like to serve,
	please contact Pastor Eunsoo, eunsoo@wrightsvilleumc.org

	SERVE ON THE PARKING TEAM
	The first holy ground our guests step on isn't the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall, it's the parking lot! We're looking for friendly, joyful people to fill the busiest spot on campus with welcome and grace from 9:15–9:45 am. To serve, contact our Parking Team Co-Chairs, Ryan & Kim Gilbert, at teamgilbert.rg@gmail.com.

	Lydia Circle will meet on Monday, November 9 at 4:00 pm at the home of Lois Steele. Contact Betsy Summey at epsummey@gmail.com.
	Ruth Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 18 at 10 am in the Parlor. Contact Marie Cooke at marievcooke@gmail.com.
	Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday, November 10 at 12 pm in Room 206. Contact: Jeannie DeGaetano at jeanniedegaetano@gmail.com.
	Esther Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 10 at 6 pm in Room 206.  Contact: Jen Fagan at JenniferTFagan@gmail.com.

	Mentors
	We are so grateful for this year’s Confirmation Mentors who have made the meaningful commitment to walk alongside our confirmands throughout their year-long faith journey, offering guidance, encouragement, and support as they grow in their relationship with Christ.
	Wes Edwards, Kim Edwards, Jay Harris, Dave Brewer, Richard Segal, Jay Joyner, Isabella Owens, Jim Ross, Kim Gilbert

	REALM ONLINE DIRECTORY
	Realm is our secure online church community where you can connect, communicate, give, and stay up to date with WUMC events.
	Let's Put a Face to Every Name in Realm!
	Our church family is filled with so many wonderful faces, and we'd love to see yours in our online church directory, Realm!
	We invite everyone to take a few minutes to log in, explore the directory, reconnect with friends and neighbors, and make sure your profile is up to date. If you haven't created an account yet, now is the perfect time to join!
	And don't forget to add your photo! Seeing familiar faces makes our directory even more meaningful and helps us put names with faces as we continue to build connections throughout our church family.
	Need a little help? Lisa Menius is happy to assist! Simply send her your favorite photo, and she'll upload it for you, or she can walk you through the steps.
	Lisa Menius, Data Manager
	lisa@wrightsvilleumc.org
	Let's fill our directory with the smiling faces of Wrightsville UMC!
	https://onrealm.org/WrightsvilleUMC
	https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org




	Pastor Miles' November
	Book Recommendations
	The life of faith involves both devotion and understanding. Through study and reflection, our minds and hearts are gently shaped and deepened in the way of Christ. Here are a few book recommendations for November to encourage thoughtful reading and continued growth in faith.
	The Way of the Heart by Henri J.M. Nouwen
	Inspired by the ancient wisdom of St. Anthony and the Desert Fathers, Henri Nouwen’s The Way of the Heart invites us to rediscover a simpler, deeper path toward God through solitude, silence, and prayer. Nouwen reminds us that solitude is not simply being alone, silence creates space to tend the presence of God within us, and prayer is learning to stand before God with our whole selves. This brief but profound book offers a timely invitation to step away from the noise and busyness of life and reconnect with what truly matters: the presence of God.

	Reading the Signs of Daily Life by Henri J. M. Nouwen
	How do we recognize God’s voice amid the noise and uncertainty of daily life? In Discernment: Reading the Signs of Daily Life, Henri Nouwen offers gentle and practical wisdom for anyone seeking to understand God’s call. Drawing from his teaching, journals, and unpublished writings, Nouwen encourages us to listen for God through Scripture, prayer, the community of faith, and especially the voices of those on the margins. This thoughtful book reminds us that discernment is not simply about finding the “right” answer, but learning to pay attention to where God is already speaking and leading us.


	GET READY TO PACK YOUR BAGS!
	We're putting the finishing touches on our next two exciting trips, so stay tuned for more details coming soon!
	THE MUSIC OF THE CHURCH
	A Musical Journey
	through
	Munich, Salzburg, Vienna, and Prague
	Tentatively scheduled for
	September 21 - October 1, 2027

	Hiking from
	Paris to Chartres
	Spring of 2028
	Tentative Dates:
	April 26-May 7, 2028
	Questions?
	Email donna@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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	OUTREACH
	Click here to purchase tickets.
	“Meals of Love” lunches at Lower Cape Fear Hospice and Life Care Center make it possible for family members to remain close to loved ones. Our church hopes to provide simple lunches such as sandwiches, pizza, etc for 15-20 people on the third Wednesday of each month between 11:00 am and noon. No utensils or drinks needed. Food should be dated and put in disposable containers.
	If individuals and/or groups are interested in providing a lunch in 2027, please contact Kay Warren at kwarren51@hotmail.com or 910-231-3667 for more details or sign up on the Outreach bulletin.
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	OUTREACH
	Methodist Home for Children
	“Angel Tree”
	Look for our Angel Tree in the Narthex!
	Requests from the families at the Methodist Home for Children
	will be available on the tree starting November 15th.
	Donations should be brought to the church by
	Sunday, December 6.
	Questions? Email miles@wrightsvilleumc.org
	Our Racial Unity Group invites you to help continue our Christmas tradition of giving to those who are just embarking on their second chance journey. You can show your love and support by helping us "Fill a Stocking" for a resident at L.I.N.C. Please review the available slots below and click on the button to sign up. Bring your unwrapped items to the church by Monday, December 14, and drop them in the Racial Unity Box in the main office.
	Thank you all for helping us bring a smile to those who are looking for a fresh start and in need of a little love from their community. Merry Christmas!

	Click here for the link to donate.
	Racial Unity Group is serving dinner to our friends at L.I.N.C. this year, and we'd love your help. Whether you're interested in the dinner, our stocking outreach, or joining our ministry,
	please contact Pastor Miles at miles@wrightsvilleumc.org. Everyone is welcome to join!
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	November 2026 Birthdays
	If you have news to share with your church family, please email Kristin Selby (kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org) by November 10 so it may be included in the next newsletter.

	Prayer List for November 2026
	"Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  The prayer of the righteous is
	powerful and effective."  (James 5:16)
	Ensley Coleman
	David Wright
	Jeanne Butler
	Colin Eagles
	Neena Fackrell
	Erin Lane
	Andy Pitts
	Beverly Pitts
	Lily Wells
	Will Cole
	Davis Family
	Tiffany Knight
	Doug Padgett
	John & Laura Brady
	Theresa Cox
	Phyllis Edgerton
	Tayler Hodgson
	Buddy Graham
	Troy and Maureen Barboza
	Alan Broadwell
	Mya Gainey
	Carter Lee
	Owens Family

	Terry Smith
	Mary Johnson
	Charles & Rodney Kemp
	Susan Stigall

	Mimi Bauer
	Peggy Lee
	Helen Baseley
	Kevin Brown
	Marne Hogan
	Pearl Rowell
	Rick Schomo
	Janet Eberle
	Flo McClain

	Jim Farrior
	Sandra Cherry

	Don Reichard
	Margaret Posey

	Joni Mitchell
	Charlie Stallings
	Lesa Broadhead
	Joe Bolton
	Rosalie Howell
	Keisha Morrissey
	Zenz Family

	Ellie Everett
	Charles Allen
	Frances Feil
	Matt Hunter
	Jordan Shomaker

	Bruce Hickman
	Camden White

	Sarah Burris
	Jonathan Rowell
	Lisa Anderson
	US Military & their
	families

	A requested prayer of thanks from many who have benefited from your prayers.

	Condolences to the families of:
	Bob Norvell (Jackson Norvell’s father), Brenda Wingo (Hylan Furniss’ mother), Frank White Jr. (Betty Shumpert’s brother), George Truman
	We encourage you to lift up the names of people in our church, your family, or friends
	you know personally so that the church might pray for them.
	If you would like to add a person's name to the prayer list please contact
	Mikki Perry at mikki@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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