
As our nation approaches its 250th birthday on July 4, 2026, we have an
opportunity to pause and give thanks. Two hundred and fifty years is a
remarkable milestone. It is appropriate to celebrate the blessings we have
enjoyed, to remember the sacrifices of those who came before us, and to
express gratitude for the freedoms that many of us often take for granted.

As Christians, gratitude is one of our most important spiritual practices. We give
thanks for the opportunities we have been given, for the communities in which
we live, and for the liberty to worship God openly and serve our neighbors
faithfully.

At the same time, anniversaries such as this invite us to remember who we are
and whose we are.

The Church has existed far longer than the United States. It has flourished under
kings and queens, republics and democracies, prosperous societies and difficult
ones. Nations rise and fall, borders change, and governments come and go.
Through it all, the Church's mission remains the same: to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

That means our ultimate loyalty is not to a flag, a political party, or even a nation.  
Our highest allegiance belongs to Christ.  As the Apostle Paul reminds us, "our
citizenship is in heaven" (Philippians 3:20).  We are grateful citizens of our
country, but we are first and foremost citizens of God's kingdom.

Perhaps that perspective allows us to celebrate this anniversary with both joy
and humility.  We can give thanks for what is good in our nation's history while
also acknowledging that no nation is perfect.  We can appreciate the freedoms
we enjoy while remembering our responsibility to use those freedoms in service
to God and neighbor.

As fireworks light the sky this July, may they remind us not only of the birth of a
nation but also of the enduring light of Christ.  Long after every earthly kingdom
has passed away, His kingdom will remain.

So let us celebrate with grateful hearts.  Let us pray for our nation and its
leaders.  Let us work for justice, peace, and compassion in our communities.  
And above all, let us remember that the Church's calling is not to lift high any
earthly banner, but to lift high the name of Jesus Christ, the King of kings and
Lord of lords.

Happy 250th birthday, America. And thanks be to God for the kingdom that will
never end.

May the Peace of Christ be with you,
Pastor Doug
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WUMC Graduating Class of 2026!
We are so proud of you!
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A BIG thank you to all
of our wonderful volunteers
who made VBS a success! 

We could not do it without you!



Sign up on the deep roots bulletin board or
email miles@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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mailto:miles@wrightsvilleumc.org
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Join your Wrightsville UMC family for a
fun summer evening at the Cape Fear
Ghost Crabs baseball game on
Tuesday, July 8, from 7:00–10:00 pm at
Brooks Field on the UNCW campus!
Whether you're a baseball fan or
simply looking for a great night of
fellowship, we'd love to have you join
us. Ticketing information can be found
on the separate insert in your bulletin.
Email christina@wrightsvilleumc.org
with questions. 

The United Women of Faith invite you to
their Annual Low Country Boil on Friday,
July 24, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Enjoy a delicious evening
fellowship featuring a shrimp boil,
desserts, and beverages for $25 per adult.
Children under 10 can join in with a kid-
friendly meal for just $5. Tickets are
available between services this Sunday,
June 28, July 5, 12 & 19 or in the church
office during the week.

All are welcome!

Play Ball!Play Ball!Play Ball!

LCBLCBLCB



Lydia Circle
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 4 pm.
Contact Betsy Summey at
epsummey@gmail.com.

Ruth Circle
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 10 am.
Contact Marie Cooke at
marievcooke@gmail.com.

Circle of Hope
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12 pm.
Contact: Jeannie DeGaetano at
jeanniedegaetano@gmail.com.

Esther Circle
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6 pm.
Contact: Jen Fagan at 
JenniferTFagan@gmail.com.

Our Women’s Circles are taking a summer pause
and will resume at the beginning of fall. 
We look forward to gathering again soon!

For more information or to stay connected,
please reach out to your Circle leader.

Interested in learning more about Wrightsville UMC?
Join us for our next New Member Class, a three-week journey designed to help you learn more about our

church, our mission, and ways to get connected.

Sundays at 5:00 PM
September 13, 20 & 27

Childcare provided

Come discover:
What we believe

What we do
How you can get involved

Whether you're considering membership or simply want to learn more about Wrightsville UMC,
we'd love to have you join us this September!

Click here to
register for

our next
New Member

Class.
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Scan QR Code
to register.

mailto:epsummey@gmail.com
mailto:marievcooke@gmail.com
mailto:jeanniedegaetano@gmail.com
mailto:JenniferTFagan@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyAF7qq9rxJF8o51l_ORrLlgGDVlVIfZBYyCK9oMmRgVZhHQ/viewform


For the full job descriptions of our openings, 
click the link below to visit our website.

https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/employment/
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INTERESTED CANDIDATES SHOULD SUBMIT A COVER LETTER AND
RESUME VIA EMAIL.  CLICK OUR WEBSITE LINK AT THE BOTTOM

FOR FULL JOB DESCRIPTIONS & CONTACT INFORMATION.

The Administrative Assistant provides essential administrative
and office support to Wrightsville United Methodist Church,
helping staff, ministry leaders, and volunteers carry out the
church’s mission and ministries effectively. This role serves as
a primary point of contact for members, visitors, and
community groups while managing communications,
scheduling, records, supplies, and day-to-day office
operations. Through excellent organization, hospitality, and
teamwork, the Administrative Assistant helps ensure that
church ministries, events, and programs run smoothly and
support the vision of Wrightsville UMC.

The Facilities Manager supports the ministries and mission of
Wrightsville United Methodist Church by maintaining safe,
welcoming, and well-functioning church facilities across all
campuses. This role oversees routine maintenance, event
setup, property care, kitchen operations, and facility
readiness to ensure staff, members, and guests have a
positive experience. Through proactive stewardship,
attention to detail, and collaboration with church staff and
volunteers, the Facilities Manager helps create an
environment where ministry can thrive.

https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/employment/


How Africa Shaped the Christian Mind by Thomas C. Oden
What if some of Christianity’s most important intellectual and spiritual
foundations were laid not in Europe, but in Africa? In How Africa Shaped
the Christian Mind, theologian Thomas C. Oden challenges common
assumptions about the history of the Church, arguing that many of the
developments that shaped Christian doctrine, biblical interpretation,
monasticism, and theological education emerged first in North Africa.
Oden not only recovers this often-overlooked history but also invites
Christians to rethink the story of their faith and rediscover the rich
legacy of African Christianity. Whether you are interested in church
history, theology, or the global nature of the Christian faith, this book
offers a compelling and illuminating perspective.

Paul: An Apostle’s Journey by Douglas A. Campbell
Who was Paul, and how did a former persecutor of the Church become
one of its most influential apostles? In Paul: An Apostle’s Journey, New
Testament scholar Douglas Campbell introduces readers to the life,
travels, and theological vision of the apostle whose letters continue to
shape Christian faith and practice. Rather than treating Paul’s ideas as
abstract doctrines, Campbell situates them within the dramatic story of
his ministry, revealing how his encounters, challenges, and missionary
work informed his understanding of the gospel. Accessible without being
simplistic, this book offers a compelling portrait of Paul as both a thinker
and a pastor, making it an excellent resource for anyone seeking a deeper
appreciation of the New Testament and the early Christian movement.
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Pastor Miles' JulyPastor Miles' July
B o o k  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n sB o o k  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   

Pastor Miles' July
B o o k  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
The life of faith involves both devotion and understanding. Through study and reflection, our minds

and hearts are gently shaped and deepened in the way of Christ. Here are a few book
recommendations for July to encourage thoughtful reading and continued growth in faith.



EMPTY NESTERS &
FRIENDS

AUGUST 16 @ 4PM
SEPTEMBER 18
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Scan the QR Code
for a list of donations
for Back-to-School



Week Read

27 Mark

28 Luke

29 Luke

30 John

31 John

32 Acts

33 Romans

34 1 & 2
Corinthians

35
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians

36
Colossians

1 & 2
Thessalonians

37
1 & 2

Timothy

38 Hebrews

39
Titus

Philemon
James

40
1 & 2
Peter

41
John

1, 2 & 3

42
Jude

Revelation

43
Then Sings My

Soul!

44 Job

45 Proverbs

46 Ecclesiastes

47
Songs of

Songs

48
Psalm

1-30

49
Psalm
31-60

50
Psalm
61-90

51
Psalm
91-120

52
Psalm
121-150

SERMON
SERIES

CONTINUES
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We are in the last quarter of our year long
sermon series.  We hope you will continue

this journey with us!



https://onrealm.org/WrightsvilleUMC

https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org
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Realm Connectors Needed
Realm is our secure online church community where you can connect, communicate, give,

and stay up to date with WUMC events.

We're looking for friendly, tech-comfortable volunteers to serve as
Realm Connectors during the months of July & August.

REALM CONNECTORS WILL HELP CHURCH MEMBERS:

SET UP AND UPDATE THEIR REALM PROFILES
TROUBLESHOOT LOGIN AND ACCOUNT ACCESS ISSUES

NAVIGATE THE REALM APP AND ONLINE DIRECTORY
LEARN HOW TO USE REALM TO STAY CONNECTED WITH CHURCH

MINISTRIES, GROUPS, AND EVENTS

This is a great opportunity to provide hospitality and practical support while helping
our congregation become more connected through Realm.

Training and resources will be provided.

If you're interested in serving or would like more information,
please contact Lisa at lisa@wrightsvilleumc.org.

https://onrealm.org/WrightsvilleUMC
https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/
https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/
mailto:lisa@wrightsvilleumc.org


Help provide meals this summer for residents at LINC (Leading Into New Communities), a local nonprofit
supporting men and women transitioning from prison through housing, case management, and employment
support. Due to recent budget cuts, their food service position was eliminated, leaving a small staff to cover
meals for residents working 30+ hours a week.

We hope to coordinate six summer meals while using some of the supplies LINC already has on hand and in
their freezer. This is a great opportunity for Sunday school classes, faith groups, friends, or neighbors to serve
together. Meals are scheduled on Fridays so residents can enjoy leftovers through the weekend. A committee
member will assist each group.

Meal dates:
July 10 – Italian dinner
July 24 – Hotdog cookout
August 7 – BBQ chicken supper
August 21 – Potluck dinner

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

For general questions and to claim a weekend for your group,
please contact:
Lee Ann Bolton
LABolton10@gmail.com

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:40
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O U T R E A C H

Wrightsville UMC Racial Unity Group

Let’s feed our neighbors!
We need your help.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4AA9A929ABFC1-64124932-cooking
mailto:LABolton10@gmail.com


The TeachReach program will enter its fourth year at Snipes and Freeman elementary schools next
fall, and we need about 25 volunteers who are willing to "adopt" a teacher.

"Adopting" a teacher means providing regular support, about once or twice a month, in the form of
cards, flowers, gift cards, snacks, etc. that the teacher prefers. Teachers in these high-poverty
schools are typically inexperienced and get no support otherwise from the community. Our
experience has been that this support from someone they didn't previously know means more to
these teachers than they can express.

Teachers are surveyed by the school district every other year on workplace conditions. One of the
questions has to do with whether community member support contributes to the success of the
school.

From the 2022 to 2026 surveys, the percentage of teachers who "agree" with that statement at
Freeman has increased from 64% to 81%, with "strongly agree" responses doubling. At Snipes, the
"agree" rate has increased from 68% to 94%, with "strongly agree" increasing almost 150%.

We are making a difference!
If you want to join this program for the new school year, email outreach@wrightsvilleumc.org.

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:40
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O U T R E A C H

mailto:outreach@wrightsvilleumc.org
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Click here to sign up your 4th grader.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfC2QsTrIc8RO0W5Y8kaeO3ihrxLkaim0m-xZVeyAJvZWB4EA/viewform


Please keep our 4:12 Youth and Faithkeepers in your
prayers as they travel this month on their summer
mission trips. May they be the hands and feet of
Christ, sharing His love through service, compassion,
and faith.

Middle School Youth will be traveling to Hinton Rural Life
Center in Hayesville, NC.

High School Youth will be traveling to Washington, DC.
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Click here to sign up for the retreat!

Click here to sign up 
for 26/27 Confirmation.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnuDxxFFTQ11YpG-wNWoCBvgz328wGCBF4E92VZ8ZTMk8wIQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScUyP4nejw8rNBjVpmJd0di56G__AhCDMLWKMy4GlFAE0T4eA/viewform


Click here to sign up to
volunteer or

scan the QR Code.

Families- click here to sign up
for a meal!

Click here to sign up for the retreat!
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for a list of
donations

https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/26-Diaper-Bank-Volunteer-Information.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScawa1FfKWGyLPhxXwW7ESIktEHhaxJDwrca-DGoDijLAYIiA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD9oum2uUk6OY1cwNGGNXIFZA-oIEQoHCStB6DYFd_JUUEDQ/viewform
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If you have news to share with your church family, please email Kristin Selby
(kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org) by July 10th so it may be included in the next newsletter.

1.   Dick Chapman, Megan Demolina, Matthew Carter, Price Dombroski, Ella Wilson
2.   Wendy Stoner, Eric Hickman, Mandy Bobo, Pat Hardison, Griffin MacDaniel, Gibson Connor, Hayes Brooks,
      Brad Smith 
3.   Taylor Blackwell, Janice Rodilosso, Spencer O’Neill 
4.   Lauren Noland, Chris Brown, Batten Selby, Helen Hughes
5.   Ivan White, Ryan Gilbert, Ginny Hollingsworth, Jill Ohar, Pam Mansbery, Chris Primm, Thomas Bagley, 
      Ginger Reynolds, Cooper Nally, Marcus DeJulio, Quinn Meyers
6.   Paul McLean, Holly Bass, Bill Capps, Brennan Easley, Greg Ford, Andrew Thigpen, Howard Mitchell, 
      Bright Mattocks, Edgar Bill
7.   Sam Weaver, Camille Walker, Brennan Dooley, Nick McTee, Ray McDonald, Beth Fortunato, Penelope Primm, 
      Kate Baynard, Hayes Wells, Olsen Wells, Logan Landen
8.   Ty Rowell, Marsha Shires, McKenzie Barker, Lanie Lewis, Sawyer Jones, Trey Knight, Ana Braswell, Charlie Reid
9.   Ellison Parker, Crew Derrick, Jennifer Sullivan
10. Bobby Jackson, Carol Crysler, Jim Busby, Sloan Spencer, Neptune Williams, Gregory Lew, Hayley Bush, 
      Kai Houck 
11. Sandy Griffin, Bill Logan, Thad Leister, Bill Boyer, Barbara Waters, Webb DeGroote, Mary Myers Cottle, 
      Rob Morgan, Sam King, Tank Nickerson, Aisha Williamson, Scott Long, Vivienne Barco 
12. Holly Smith, Sean Hommel, Luna Primavera, Larry Scott, Jade Uebele, Kyle Norwood
13. Mary Simmons, Jessica Marks, Amy Richardson, Matt Sullivan, Amy Howard, Evelyn Ward, Lillian Mayo
14. Dan Rizzo, Rilynn Collins, Amanda Nichols, Chet Willis, Sloan Turner, Olivia Beck, Emma Claire Bodemann,   
      Austin McLamb 
15. Janet Farrior, Kaylee Sellars, Parker Emmart, Judy Cooper, Hutch Hutchens, Chris Cimino 
16. Bryan Underwood, Ryan Mansbery, Behr Petroff, Richard Segal, Grey Welborn, Wayne DeVantier, Julie Joyner
17. Jeanette Golder, Sarah White, Holland Baynard, Sharon Cram, Kristi Midgett, Jennifer Mihaly, Randy Page, 
      Jack Pollard, Chloe Gehman, Ben Woodruff
18. Bob Schiffel, Chase Mihaly, Jason Toups, Annabelle Gutherie, Mike Durham, Keller Nichols, Charlie Fischetti, 
      Margarita Martinez 
19. Henrietta Godwin, Russ May, Ann Woodworth, Anne Fields, Carla Schiffel, Kathleen Bernhard, Leslie Nichols, 
      Fran McTee, Henry Sullivan, Andy Collins, Becca Hetzell, Patricia Watson, Eli Southerland, Kinsley Hansberry
20. Donnie Daniels, Robinson Snider, Liz Pittman, Heather Hetzell, Clayton Hamerski, James Broderick, 
      Knox Ludwig, Ford Inchaustegui
21. Jay Guthrie, Pickett Stroud, Tatum Jacaruso, Beth Garner 
22. Victor Pearsall, Susan Garrett, Mary Leister, Jerry Tertzagian, Sullivan Shakar, Meredith Bath, Adrian Stanley, 
      Luke Rioux, Wendy Grimm
23. Tracee Meyer, Lanie Painter, David Brenner, Laura Holt, Roberta Allred, Eva Fischetti, Elizabeth Vollmin,
      Martha Kate Ferrell
24. Jeannie Smith, Jared Kerr, Ginny Sylvester, Shayne Davenport, Reese Donovan, Warren Collins, Jonah Weibel, 
      Robert Johnson 
25. Randy Griffin, Scott Whisnant, Bob Tennille, Hylan Furniss, Ford Turner, Emma Kate Swain, Lillian Beck 
26. Steve Baynard, Crystal Peebles, Keener Witmer, Cole Witmer, Haven Stevens, David Goehring, Charles Phillips 
27. David Black, Preston Keen, Susan Collins, Shawn Hocker 
28. Allan Barker, Bill Williams, Savanah Knowles, Audrey Edwards, Curren Atterbury, Lara McNeill, William Shakar, 
      Sterling McInnis, Brenda Hanes, Megan Winslett, Millie Pope 
29. Dottie Sauer, Sophia Caperelli, Samuel Cox, Liv Nystrom, Jason Wise, Matthew Gocke
30. Brett Knowles, Mary Lewis Steuer, Ashley Owen, Winter Cobb, Piper Wise, Charlotte Locklear, Robin Durham,  
      David Jordan, Bennett Rhyne
31. Jennifer Kelly, Anna Edwards, Phil Dattilo, Kemsley Moore, Gavin Schlachter, Frank Carter, Ward Cooke, 
      Wes Janik, Caden Hansberry

July 2026 Birthdays



Prayer List for July 2026
"Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  The prayer of the righteous is 

powerful and effective."  (James 5:16)

A requested prayer of thanks from many who have benefited from your prayers.

We encourage you to lift up the names of people in our church, your family, or friends 
you know personally so that the church might pray for them.

If you would like to add a person's name to the prayer list please contact 
Mikki Perry at mikki@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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Condolences to the families of:
Shirley Price, Torrance Dixon (Wright at Home #2 Eden Village Resident), Max

Guggenheimer Jr (John Guggenheimer’s father)

Charles Allen
Frances Feil
Margaret Posey
Zenz Family
Matt Hunter
Jordan Shomaker
Bruce Hickman
Roman Strickland
Camden White
Sarah Burris
Jonathan Rowell
Lisa Anderson
US Military & their 
   families

Kelley & Dana Smith
Jim Farrior
Theresa Tayloe
Jerome Pinckney
Janet Gaino
Dianne Quillen
Hector Sanchez
Jay Hamilton
Rosalie Howell
Christina Rogers
Keisha Morrissey
Ellie Everett
Susan Ward
Mary Johnson
Pearl Rowell
Marge Cooper
Charlie Stallings

Bernie Garnett
Wendy Pittilo
Ira Owens & Family
Tom Cimino
Doris Beaman
Lesa Broadhead
Alan Williamson
Cassiano Family
Richard Rogers
Joshua Riddle
Joe Szumski
Betty Shumpert
Colleen Bastian
Mila Styron
Tom Tilmon
Joe Bolton
Nathan Strickler

mailto:mikki@wrightsvilleumc.org
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4 Live Oak Drive / PO Box 748
Wrightsville Beach, NC. 28480
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	July 2026
	Doug Lain Pastor Eunsoo Kang Pastor Miles Baker Hunt Pastor David Haley Pastor Donna Pinckney Executive Director Jamie Borum Director of Finance Joseph Hughes Asst. Choir Director &   Accompanist Pam Hutsell Admin Asst. & Asst. Director  of Children & Youth Ministries Kelly Jewell Morning Worship Musician Mel Kowalski Nursery Coordinator Ryan Mansbery Sound Technician Lisa Menius Data Manager Christina Norvell Director of Children, Youth &  Family Ministries Jackson Norvell High School Youth Coordinator Mikki Perry Director of Congregational   Care Courtney Rickert Preschool Director/Director of  Children's Music Kristin Selby Director of Communications Bryan Underwood Director of Music Ministries
	America Turns 250
	As our nation approaches its 250th birthday on July 4, 2026, we have an opportunity to pause and give thanks. Two hundred and fifty years is a remarkable milestone. It is appropriate to celebrate the blessings we have enjoyed, to remember the sacrifices of those who came before us, and to express gratitude for the freedoms that many of us often take for granted.
	As Christians, gratitude is one of our most important spiritual practices. We give thanks for the opportunities we have been given, for the communities in which we live, and for the liberty to worship God openly and serve our neighbors faithfully.
	At the same time, anniversaries such as this invite us to remember who we are and whose we are.
	The Church has existed far longer than the United States. It has flourished under kings and queens, republics and democracies, prosperous societies and difficult ones. Nations rise and fall, borders change, and governments come and go. Through it all, the Church's mission remains the same: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
	That means our ultimate loyalty is not to a flag, a political party, or even a nation.  Our highest allegiance belongs to Christ.  As the Apostle Paul reminds us, "our citizenship is in heaven" (Philippians 3:20).  We are grateful citizens of our country, but we are first and foremost citizens of God's kingdom.
	Perhaps that perspective allows us to celebrate this anniversary with both joy and humility.  We can give thanks for what is good in our nation's history while also acknowledging that no nation is perfect.  We can appreciate the freedoms we enjoy while remembering our responsibility to use those freedoms in service to God and neighbor.
	As fireworks light the sky this July, may they remind us not only of the birth of a nation but also of the enduring light of Christ.  Long after every earthly kingdom has passed away, His kingdom will remain.
	So let us celebrate with grateful hearts.  Let us pray for our nation and its leaders.  Let us work for justice, peace, and compassion in our communities.  And above all, let us remember that the Church's calling is not to lift high any earthly banner, but to lift high the name of Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords.
	Happy 250th birthday, America. And thanks be to God for the kingdom that will never end.
	May the Peace of Christ be with you, Pastor Doug


	A BIG thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers who made VBS a success!  We could not do it without you!
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	Play Ball!
	Join your Wrightsville UMC family for a fun summer evening at the Cape Fear Ghost Crabs baseball game on Tuesday, July 8, from 7:00–10:00 pm at Brooks Field on the UNCW campus! Whether you're a baseball fan or simply looking for a great night of fellowship, we'd love to have you join us. Ticketing information can be found on the separate insert in your bulletin. Email christina@wrightsvilleumc.org with questions.
	The United Women of Faith invite you to their Annual Low Country Boil on Friday, July 24, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Enjoy a delicious evening fellowship featuring a shrimp boil, desserts, and beverages for $25 per adult. Children under 10 can join in with a kid-friendly meal for just $5. Tickets are available between services this Sunday, June 28, July 5, 12 & 19 or in the church office during the week. All are welcome!
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	Click here to register for our next New Member Class.
	Scan QR Code to register.


	INTERESTED CANDIDATES SHOULD SUBMIT A COVER LETTER AND RESUME VIA EMAIL.  CLICK OUR WEBSITE LINK AT THE BOTTOM FOR FULL JOB DESCRIPTIONS & CONTACT INFORMATION.
	The Administrative Assistant provides essential administrative and office support to Wrightsville United Methodist Church, helping staff, ministry leaders, and volunteers carry out the church’s mission and ministries effectively. This role serves as a primary point of contact for members, visitors, and community groups while managing communications, scheduling, records, supplies, and day-to-day office operations. Through excellent organization, hospitality, and teamwork, the Administrative Assistant helps ensure that church ministries, events, and programs run smoothly and support the vision of Wrightsville UMC.
	The Facilities Manager supports the ministries and mission of Wrightsville United Methodist Church by maintaining safe, welcoming, and well-functioning church facilities across all campuses. This role oversees routine maintenance, event setup, property care, kitchen operations, and facility readiness to ensure staff, members, and guests have a positive experience. Through proactive stewardship, attention to detail, and collaboration with church staff and volunteers, the Facilities Manager helps create an environment where ministry can thrive.

	Pastor Miles' July Book Recommendations
	The life of faith involves both devotion and understanding. Through study and reflection, our minds and hearts are gently shaped and deepened in the way of Christ. Here are a few book recommendations for July to encourage thoughtful reading and continued growth in faith.
	How Africa Shaped the Christian Mind by Thomas C. Oden What if some of Christianity’s most important intellectual and spiritual foundations were laid not in Europe, but in Africa? In How Africa Shaped the Christian Mind, theologian Thomas C. Oden challenges common assumptions about the history of the Church, arguing that many of the developments that shaped Christian doctrine, biblical interpretation, monasticism, and theological education emerged first in North Africa. Oden not only recovers this often-overlooked history but also invites Christians to rethink the story of their faith and rediscover the rich legacy of African Christianity. Whether you are interested in church history, theology, or the global nature of the Christian faith, this book offers a compelling and illuminating perspective.
	Paul: An Apostle’s Journey by Douglas A. Campbell Who was Paul, and how did a former persecutor of the Church become one of its most influential apostles? In Paul: An Apostle’s Journey, New Testament scholar Douglas Campbell introduces readers to the life, travels, and theological vision of the apostle whose letters continue to shape Christian faith and practice. Rather than treating Paul’s ideas as abstract doctrines, Campbell situates them within the dramatic story of his ministry, revealing how his encounters, challenges, and missionary work informed his understanding of the gospel. Accessible without being simplistic, this book offers a compelling portrait of Paul as both a thinker and a pastor, making it an excellent resource for anyone seeking a deeper appreciation of the New Testament and the early Christian movement.
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	SERMON SERIES CONTINUES
	We are in the last quarter of our year long sermon series.  We hope you will continue this journey with us!
	Week
	Read


	Realm Connectors Needed
	Realm is our secure online church community where you can connect, communicate, give, and stay up to date with WUMC events.

	OUTREACH
	Let’s feed our neighbors! We need your help.
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	OUTREACH
	Click here to sign up your 4th grader.
	Click here to sign up  for 26/27 Confirmation.
	Click here to sign up for the retreat!

	July 2026 Birthdays
	If you have news to share with your church family, please email Kristin Selby (kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org) by July 10th so it may be included in the next newsletter.

	Prayer List for July 2026
	A requested prayer of thanks from many who have benefited from your prayers.
	Condolences to the families of:
	Shirley Price, Torrance Dixon (Wright at Home #2 Eden Village Resident), Max Guggenheimer Jr (John Guggenheimer’s father)
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	Please check out the following information...

