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Goodbye For Now

As I prepare to leave Wrightsville, I keep thinking of the words usually attributed to
A.A Mine: “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” 

Four years ago, as I was finishing my last semester of seminary and waiting to find
out where I would be appointed as a pastor, I prayed to be sent to a vital and vibrant
church. From the moment I first stepped on our campus, I knew God had answered
my prayer. But I never dreamt of the incredible experiences I would have at
Wrightsville. 

During my four years at Wrightsville, I have baptized more babies than many United
Methodist pastors will throughout their entire ministry. I’ve taught two classes of
confirmands and been blessed by their questions. I’ve looked out on your faces,
shining in candlelight, on Christmas Eve as we sing Silent Night. I had the
opportunity to help realize the dream of an extension campus, Wrightsville on
Oleander, which was born from the resurrection faith of Oleander UMC. I’ve seen
kids take on worship leadership roles as acolytes and lay readers, and wondered
which of them might grow up to be pastors one day. I’ve been blown away by your
generosity in time, finances, and donations as we seek to serve our community. I’ve
led Bible Studies and watched participants’ eyes light up when they realize
something new about God. I’ve baptized new believers in the ocean. I’ve blessed
dogs, cats, guinea pigs, bunnies, lizards, butterflies, and iguanas. I’ve visited you in
the hospital, met your newborn babies, and even buried your loved ones in the hope
of the resurrection. 

Although I have always done the best I could, I know I have surely made mistakes.
Thank you for the grace you have extended to me when I have been wrong. Thank
you for letting me try new things and take risks. As I prepare to launch a new church
in Leland, I will carry everything you taught me with me. Wrightsville, thank you for
being the church that made me a pastor. I am more grateful for you than I could ever
put into words. 

I want to leave you with the words of the benediction I share every time I preach,
which I learned from my home church in Ohio. Many of you have asked me for the
text, and now you will all have it! Receive this blessing: 

“May the Spirit of the Living God, made known to us most fully in Jesus Christ our
Lord,
Go before you to show you the way
Go behind you to push you into places you might not go on your own
Go above you to watch over you and protect you
Go beneath you to lift you up when you cannot stand
Go beside you to be your companion
And dwell within you to remind you every day that you are not alone, and that you are
loved beyond your wildest imagination.” 

Love in Christ,
Pastor Julia

mailto:donna@wrighsvilleumc.org
mailto:rynouncw@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@wrightsvilleumc.org
mailto:mikki@wrighsvilleumc.org


Addison Nicole Akers, John Wayland Beam, Charles William Buckner, David William Bulluck,
Liza Elaine Bulluck, Camille Elise Crenshaw, Clara Carter Derrick, Mason Emmet Doyle,

Bailey Alexander Easley, Smith Odette Edwards, Emma Nicole Gross, Finley Grace Hidek,
Bailey Grace Horne, Evvy Grayce Jeffries, Reese Flanigan Kimball, Jean-Margaret Lackey,

Harley Grace Owen, Olivia Marie Pigford, Michael Batten Selby, Sydney Rose Skoblar,
Camille Elise Smith, Riley Elizabeth Sullivan, Joseph Edward Taylor Jr, Ella Jane Toups,

John Andrew Weibel, Davis Rogers Woodbury, and Llewellyn Westover Woodbury

to our Confirmation mentors:
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Confirmation

Jay Harris, Kim Gilbert, Chris Rickert, Lauren and Richard Segal,
Catherine Perry, Amy Chang

Congratulations
Wrightsville UMC Confirmation Class of 2025



Communion - June 1 at 8:15 & 9:45 am services
Baccalaureate Sunday - June 1 at 11:15 am
Pentecost Sunday - June 8
VBS Kids Sing in Church - June 22
Patriotic Service - June 29
Communion - July 6
Camp Meeting Month - August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

UPCOMING SUNDAYS
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New Patriotic Service
This year’s Patriotic Service will be slightly
different from year’s past. The retirement of
our long-time Music Director, Julia Walker
Jewell, means we need to let her work stand
on its own while we create something new in
its place. Our talented new Music Director,
Bryan Underwood, has been working in
conjunction with Pastor Doug to create a
new patriotic cantata that takes us on a
historical journey of the music that has
sustained the American Church.

Come join the choirs on June 29 as we
hear and sing special hymns from the

many different eras of our nation’s
history. It is sure to be great!
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After 15 months of being out of our house due to a fire
that happened January 27, 2024, we are back at 6037
Inland Greens Drive. God has truly been with us this
entire time; guiding us through this crazy journey and
putting wonderful family and friends in our path along
the way. As word of the fire and our being displaced
spread throughout the church, we were covered in
prayer. The generosity of Wrightsville UMC has been
absolutely amazing.  

The list of friends who have reached out have been far
too many to list by name. Hayes and I would like to thank
everyone for their part in helping us. Whether you
remembered us in your prayers, sent a card, gave a hug
or words of encouragement, fixed a meal or blessed us
with your generosity- we are so very grateful.

We love you all so much and consider being part of
Wrightsville UMC one of our greatest blessings.

Finally, we are home!

Mikki & Hayes Perry

Lydia Circle
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 4 pm.
Contact Betsy Summey at
epsummey@gmail.com.

Ruth Circle
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 10 am.
Contact Marie Cooke at
marievcooke@gmail.com.

Circle of Hope
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12 pm.
Contact: Jeannie DeGaetano at
jeanniedegaetano@gmail.com.

Esther Circle
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6 pm.
Contact: Kristi Jarnagin at
kjjarnagin@gmail.com.

Our Women’s Circles are taking a summer pause
and will resume at the beginning of fall. We look

forward to gathering again soon!
For more information or to stay connected,

please reach out to your Circle leader.
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New Summer Adult Bible Study!
Sign up on the deep roots bulletin board.

mailto:epsummey@gmail.com
mailto:marievcooke@gmail.com
mailto:jeanniedegaetano@gmail.com
mailto:kjjarnagin@gmail.com
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Meet and Greets with our new associate pastor,
Miles Baker Hunt, will be coming in July and August! 

Keep an eye out for details on the deep roots
bulletin board and the July newsletter!
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To apply,
email Barbara Gowdy,

SPRC Chair.
blgowdy@ec.rr.com

mailto:blgowdy@ec.rr.com


Opportunity

hosted by Harbor & Wrightsville UMC
May 20 through May 30, 2026

$3425* Land Only

ON THIS TRIP OF A LIFETIME, YOU WILL ...
-hear the stories of Paul’s Journeys on the sites where they
happened
-discover the beauty and grandeur of both ancient and modern-
day Greece
-share in the powerful experience of Christian community on a
spiritual pilgrimage

Brochures
available at the
welcome kiosk
in the Narthex.

Pilgrimage through Greece and TurkeyPilgrimage through Greece and Turkey

Contact Donna Pinckney for more
information on this travel opportunities.

donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
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Space is limited.
Sign up by July 15 or before all spots are filled!

mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org


(Don't forget your emergency contact information!)

(Change your privacy settings so that other members can see you!)

For more information or to assist with your online
profile, contact:

Lisa Menius, Data Manager
lisa@wrightsvilleumc.org
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mailto:lisa@wrightsvilleumc.org
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Monday Morning Co-Ed Bible Study
Join us for Co-Ed Bible Study every Monday at 7:30 am at WOO (Wrightsville on Oleander). We’re
currently studying Fisherman – Romans, led by David Ray and Jay Harris. If you’re looking for a
class to attend with your spouse or friends, we’d love to have you with us!

Monday Night Blessings Bible Study
A women’s study led by Ann Jenkins, this class meets Mondays at 6:00 pm in Room 206. We are
exploring “John – Believe I Am” by Megan Fate Marshman from June 2 through July 21. Come and be
blessed by the Word as we grow together! 

Wednesday Summer Bible Study 
Pastor David Goehring will be leading our Wednesday Summer Bible Class throughout July! The
class will meet on July 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 10:00 am in the Chapel. Together, we’ll be diving into the
book of James—a powerful and practical guide for living out our faith. 

Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study
Gene Ingle and Jack Kilbourne lead this ongoing study every Thursday at 6:45 am in the Fellowship
Hall. Join us as we dive deep into the Bible and strengthen our faith together! No registration is
required to join this group. 

Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study
Linda Chapman leads this ongoing study every Thursday at 9 am in Room 105. Come and grow in
your faith as we study the Bible and support each other! No registration is required to join this
group. 

Thursday Morning at 10 Women’s Study
Led by Donna Hickman, this class meets at 10 am in Room 206. We are studying “Messy People” by
Jennifer Cowart. Join us for enriching discussions and spiritual growth! 

Young Women’s Group
Led by Meredith Harris, this group meets on the first and third Tuesday evenings of the month.
Connect with other young women in a supportive and faith-filled environment!

For more information:
Contact Pastor Eunsoo

eunsoo@wrightsvilleumc.org

SUMMER ADULT STUDIESSUMMER ADULT STUDIES

mailto:eunsoo@wrightsvilleumc.org


We haven’t met our budget goal and want to encourage those that are interested to make their
Memorial Garden reservation by this Sunday, June 1. Our introductory prices expire on June 1,
2025. We need to collect the funds to cover the cost of the Memorial Garden construction and are
eager to get started.

Do you want your niche to be next to another family member’s niche in the Garden? Make your
reservations now so that y’all can “pick your neighborhood”! When you reserve a niche, you
choose which niche you want.

Do you have your loved one’s cremains stored at home and have wondered what to do with them?
If your loved one was a member of our church, you can reserve a niche for him or her or make a
reservation to bury the ashes in the Garden. If your loved one was not a member of the church or
is already buried or interred elsewhere, you can still memorialize them and include their name on
the Memorial Plaque that will be included in the Garden. 

If you already have other plans for your remains when you die but you have strong connections
right here at Wrightsville UMC, you can make a reservation for yourself to have your name placed
on the church’s Memorial Plaque at your death. Let us know at the time of the reservation and we
can save room for more than one person’s name to be by each other on the Memorial Plaque.

You can choose to have your name on the Memorial Plaque next to other family members if you
make reservations for all family members at one time. We can also do the same for family
members that make reservations for their cremains to be buried in the garden. There will be a
separate Plaque for those whose cremains are buried in the garden.

The Memorial Garden Committee will be making reservations in front of the Fellowship Hall this
Sunday, June 1, from 8:00 am. to 12:00 pm.This will be the last opportunity to get the introductory
price for reservations. Help us reach our goal so that we can begin construction this summer!

More information is on the church’s website
https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/memorial-garden/

You can also email the Memorial Garden Committee if you have any questions at
memorialgarden@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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Memorial
Garden Update

Memorial
Garden Update

https://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/memorial-garden/
mailto:memorialgarden@wrightsvilleumc.org


THE SEAGULLPAGE 12



Confirmation Mentors: Jay Harris, Kim Gilbert, Chris Rickert, Lauren and Richard Segal,
Catherine Perry, Amy Chang

4:12 Sunday Nights: Kristin & Scotty Selby, Megan English, Jackson Norvell, Casi Healey, Pam Hutsell,
Carey Bland, Christina Norvell, Jessie Perry

God’s Girlz: Jessie Perry & Megan English

Middle School Boys: Casey Salem & Nick Aughtry 

High School Bible Study: Jack & Lori Kilbourne 

Joyful for Jesus: Kristi Jarnagin, Lori Kilbourne, Ruth Cotton, Donna Hickman, Beth Scott, Virginia Page,
Christina Vurnekas, Caroline Steadman, Courtney Rickert, Pam Hutsell, Christina Norvell

Acolyte Coordinator: Ruth Isear

wrightsville remix Adult Bible Study Leader: Amanda Mountford

Faithful 5th: Angela Crittenden, Brittany McWey, Veronica & John Weibel, Chelsea Long, Bethany Nay,
Ashley Wells, Emily Lackey, Mary Charles Amerson, Kim Goodwin, Liza Everhardt, Sarah Huettl, Marian Guill,

Pam Hutsell, Carolyn Bell

Children’s Worship Bags: Catherine Farmer 

VBS Station Leaders: Leslie Nichols, Pam Hutsell, Carrie Roberts, Scarlett Swain, Heather Jarman, Susan
Salem, Amanda Mountford, Kathryn Huestess, Courtney & Chris Rickert, Angela Crittenden, Lauren Smith,

Kelly Ridenhour, Laura Basile, Amber Beard, Rachel Haysworth

Middle School Sunday School: Barbara Gowdy, Catherine Farmer, Anna & Jeff Hergenrader, Maggie
Guggenheimer, Nickie Ray, Pastor David Haley, Kelly Parker Brooks 

High School Sunday School: Meredith Harris, Jackson Norvell, Jerome Pinckney, Mel & Ron Reinke, 
Kristin & Scotty Selby, Becca & Wes Smith

3's-5th grade Sunday School: Leslie & Zach Nichols, Scarlett Swain, Laura & John Midgett, Susan & Casey
Salem, Courtney & Nick Aughtry, Veronica & John Weibel, Meredith McElmurry, Kerry Murphey, Carrie &

Jeremy Roberts, Brittany & Ryan Rhodenhiser, Jacki & Daniel Hedgecock, Meredith & Trevor Collins, Jordan
& Lane McCorkle, Amanda & Keene Mountford, Morgan & Andy Alaimo, Kristin Rike, Britt Sheinbaum,

Lindsay Harkey, Margaret & Alex Posey, Sean & Alyson Hommel, Leigh & Aaron Kline, Bev & Josh Lovell,
Casey & Adam Keen, Lara McNeill, Caitlin & Justin Fischetti, Hunter & Melissa Lawson, Chelsey Sanchez,
Kelsey & Graham Elmore, Natalie & Ryan Bisplinghoff, Christin Walsh, Babs Sutton, Kelly Parker Brooks,

Melissa & Hunter Lawson, Katie Horne, Melissa Schosek, Kati & Blayne Joyner, Sarah & Mike Phelps, Angela
Crittenden, Sarah Rae, Kathryn & Kyle Heustess, Sunny & Cameron Lee, Courtney Rickert, Pam Hutsell

Youth Sunday School Teachers: Shelby Roche, Maddie Wright, Vivienne Maranhas, Tate Harris 
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Thank you to all of our marvelous teaching staff at Wrightsville UMC! 
Whether you teach Sunday School, one of our Bible studies, or one of our amazing small

groups, we truly couldn’t do it without you! We have the most amazing teaching team and we
are so grateful that you all choose to share your gifts with your congregation!

Adult Classes and Groups: Connie Rogers, David Goehring, Mel Pitts, Barny Ratliff, Scott Whisnant, Jay
Harris, David Ray, Barbara Gowdy, Sherri Ingle, Ann Jenkins, Jack Kilbourne, Gene Ingle, Linda Chapman,

Donna Hickman, Meredith Harris, Pastor Julia, Pastor Eunsoo, Pastor David. 

As is true with any list, we are sure we have neglected to mention someone's
name.  For that we are truly sorry!  Please know how much we appreciate ALL

those who service in the Educational ministries of Wrightsville UMC!

CELEBRATING WRIGHTSVILLE
UMC TEACHERS
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Middle School Youth: Marley Anderson, Nash Aughtry, Noah Aughtry, Lucas Brown, Parker Cahn, Mille
Crenshaw, Lily Danielson, Hampton Frank, Maddie Fuller, Xavier Fuller, Finley Hidek, Hartley Hoff, Lenna
Hoff, Jeannie Lackey, Liv Lozinsky, Wyatt Ludwig, Anne Malechuk, Smith McNamara, Caroline Moore,
Cambell Nay, Virginia Grey Norvell, Cooper Perry, Tess Perry, Olivia Pigford, Kathryn Schosek, Ansley
Segars, Kamran Southerland, Tessa Still, Henry Sullivan, Kaylee Thigpen, Ella Jane Toups, Sawyer
Woodrum

High School Youth: Caroline Borum, Micah Brown, Ronan Hoff, Anna McNamara, TJ Mitchell, Karlee
Painter, Andrew Thigpen

FaithKeepers: Christina Norvell, Jackson Norvell, Nick Aughtry, Emily McNamara, Mandy Moore, Jessie
Perry, Melissa Schosek, Ron Thigpen, Kelly Toups



The Wrightsville United Methodist Church Outreach Committee supports and
nurtures individuals and organizations who are in need in our community,
nation and world. We also seek to provide members of our congregation
opportunities to define their own ministry in service of Christ.

Thank you in advance for your contribution of
$1500.00 to be used for our Snipes Academy
Free Book Fair. Because of the generosity of the
members of Wrightsville UMC, we have been
able to replace a traditional book fair with an
event where every student at Snipes Academy
can select two books at no cost to help build their
home libraries. I'll let you know once a date has
been selected.

Please know we could not do what we do without
the support of your members. We are grateful for
everything you do for our students. Thank you!

Stacy Menzies, NBCT
Media Center Coordinator

Snipes Academy

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
at Snipes Academy
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VBS Registration is full!VBS Registration is full!VBS Registration is full!
To be added to the waitlist, emailTo be added to the waitlist, emailTo be added to the waitlist, email

vbs@wrightsvilleumc.orgvbs@wrightsvilleumc.orgvbs@wrightsvilleumc.org
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mailto:vbs@wrightsvilleumc.org
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Youth - click here to sign up!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lbz2KI0q56iWAdmY80r2AVVulz1Pi2SeYmEEIt5Xjgw/viewform?ts=679e27dd&edit_requested=true
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1.   Howard Rockness, Nickie Ray, Charlie Fatzinger, Gloria Edwards, Jeannie Lister, Liam Basile, Nash Gould, 
      Ryder Massey, Henry Carter, Nina Neill
2.   Ann Millard, Edward Simmons, Lisa Caddell, Olivia Hutsell, Alex Beste, Courtney Aughtry, Greg Pittillo,   
      Bennett Walters
3.   Nancy Smith, Ann Holt, Jennifer Harris, Linda Ritenhour, Jennie Barker, Meghan Corbett, Elliot Melind,   
      Andrea Fitzgerald, Worth Johnson, Ryan Nally, Kim Freshwater
4.   Michael Everhardt, Katrina Willingham, Caroline Burdette, Wilder Shelton 
5.   Steve Hughes, Emily Leister, Brent Moore, Jessica Spencer, John McNeill, Madeline McNeill, Leslie Ann Horst, 
      Olivia Burdette, Nora Lawson, Carol Thomas
6.   Jim Whitaker, Yates Weaver, Lacey Kleppinger, J.W. Musselwhite, David Haley
7.   Linda Smith, Melissa Schosek, Leah Scaringe
8.   Carl Rogers, Eleanor Snell, Tim Moore, Morgan Lazorchick, Lee Cowper, Michael Phelps, Leah Brown, 
      Smith Simmerman, Emmett McElmurry
9.   Steve Wahnsiedler, Mike Saieed, Sara Yorba, Zoe Caliva, Ainsley Wallace, Shannon Maus,
      Lauren Grace Powell 
10. Elsie Kelly, Wes Edwards, Dixon Dickens, Brad Busby, John Fife, Bailey Futch 
11. Cate Beste, Sasha An, Hunter Lawson
12. Jan Burgess, Mac Wallace, Peyton Swart, June Preast
13. Beth Magrath, Dan Ludwig, Blayne Joyner, Ron Pittman, Beth Adams, Layne Bullers, Wright Cofer, 
      Banks Cofer, Dave Hurley, Charlotte Hardison, Kemp Bisplinghoff
14. Bill Kirby, Ann Shearon, Jane Roberson, Sophie Whisnant, Zak Giuffre, Jackson Renton, Graham Farrell, 
      Lindsay Bass, Penelope Dills, Weston Lucas
15. Deb Shulse, Flo McClain, Bill Golder, Lilly Bennett, Lana Nesbit, Judy Gregg, Kelly Bower, Eva Taylor
16. Hobbs Goodwin, Jeff Braddy, Corinne Glenn, Amy Oots 
17. Paige Sweyer, Rudy Dombroski, Nancy Cates, Amy Yerdon, Patrick Hurst, Lucy Jamison
18. Todd Garrett, Nancy Ludka, Kerry Murphey, Mason Vick, 
19. Len Jenkins, Erika Lewis, Davis Buchanan, Selah Hebbard, Tyler Baucom
20. Caroline Lytle, Amy Fisher, Jess Bolton, Fisher Bolton, A.C. Goodwin, Zach Gowdy, Smith Eisenzimmer 
21. Phil Phillips, David Sweyer, Irene Seeling, Beth Perry, Mary Honbarrier, Sienna Kanyok, Lentz Brewer, 
      Nancy Hadley, Kaylee Thigpen, Baker Roberts, Mia Garrett 
22. Steve Cotton, Jennie Duncan, Martha Blacher, Hadley Midgett, Winston Lilly, Camille Crenshaw
23. Becky Phillips, Roland Stoner, Isabel Demolina, Graham Whitehead 
24. Janice Catlin, Brooks Isear, Bill Scott, Layla Weibel
25. Larry Snider, Bob Jones, Lynn Neill, Harper Menius, Peter Sweyer, Johnny Batson, Trigg Hedgecock,
      Carson Stroud
26. Alice Dean, Ben Wagenseller, Elie Horne, Max Lewis, Graham Jackson, Jude Weibel, Maeve Prochaska,    
      Karen Gunther 
27. Jeff Sweyer, Pernilla Kanyok, Wesley Kanyok, Mack Carson, Walt Carson, Mason Doyle, Taylor Pleasant, 
      Reid Nichols, Natalie Bisplinghoff, Piper Ford, Bella Stubbs, Terry Cole, Kellie Hall
28. Cheryl Newman, Jon Massey
29. Martha Chase, Reagan Landon, Doug Leonard, Bailey Horne, Virginia Grey Files, Tara Powers, Piper Alaimo
30. Dino Ankrah, John Blackwell, Jack Cunius, Ali Blackwell, Addison Fagan, Gary Casselman, Angela Crittenden, 
      Reagan Roberts, Aubrey Segars, Matthew Travaglia, Ann Downing, Lucy Jordanhazy, Debi Byrd, 
      Jayden Wingate

June 2025 Birthdays
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If you have news to share with your church family, please email Kristin Selby
(kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org) by June 15 so it may be included in the next newsletter.

mailto:kristin@wrightsvilleumc.org


Prayer List for June 2025
"Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  The prayer of the righteous is 

powerful and effective."  (James 5:16)

A requested prayer of thanks from many who have benefited from your prayers.

Condolences to the families of...

We encourage you to lift up the names of people in our church, your family, or friends 
you know personally so that the church might pray for them.

If you would like to add a person's name to the prayer list please contact 
Mikki Perry at mikki@wrightsvilleumc.org.
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Bill Ward (Jeff Ward’s father), Martha Jarnagin (Spencer Jarnagin’s
mother), Grant Singleton (Sue Copeland’s son-in-law), Chuck Stone

Doug Burbage
Victoria Reid
Betty Adams
Bill Dreitzler
Jack Poland
Polly Jackson
Ava Ellison
Wilharm Family
Brooks Perry
Peter Butler
Patsye Underwood
Cynthia McHale
Our Government

Alysa Dailey
Tiffany Allen
Betty Quinn
Binky Haley
Mary Beth Cowper
Lesa Broadhead
Kathy Lofthus
Jack Ceparano
Terry Quinn
Lin Bostian
Kathy Seawell
Kitsie Auman
Sharon Sikes

Bruce Hickman
Baker Weatherford
Andrea Terrill
Carolyn Finley
Shelvie Harris
Sarah Burris
Sandee Swain
Don Steele
Janet Harper
Jonathan Rowell
Lisa Anderson
US Military & their 
   families

mailto:mikki@wrightsvilleumc.org
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4 Live Oak Drive / PO Box 748
Wrightsville Beach, NC. 28480

Return Services Requested

Please check out the following information...

Letter from Pastor Julia 
2025 Confirmation Class
June Events
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Events Continued
Reception for Pastor Julia
Hiring, Welcome!
Travel Opportunity
Online Directory
Adult Summer Bible Classes
Memorial Garden

Community
Recognition
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Outreach
Children of JOY
4:12 Youth
Family Ministry 
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Prayer List
June Calendar
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