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The End or the Beginning?

We are wrapping up one year and approaching a new one. I think most people will look
back on 2020 as a rough year. There was a worldwide pandemic, massive job losses,
racial unrest, political jockeying, and much, much more. The coronavirus was probably
the biggest newsmaker. It caused nations, states, and communities to enact restrictions
and mandates that changed the way we interacted with one another.

As your senior pastor I think about how it has affected the life of the church. We haven’t
had worship in the sanctuary since March. This has meant we haven’t had the privilege
of worshipping from the place that so many of us consider sacred space. Furthermore,
we haven’t been able to see the people that we draw inspiration from when we worship
together. I don’t mean me or Julia or Christina or Hope. I mean your neighbors who sit
beside, in front, and behind you on the pews.

Funerals have been held outdoors with just a few worshippers in attendance, and many
were postponed until it is safe to gather in groups again. Weddings, too, have become
very small outdoor affairs. We even celebrated baptisms outside of our usual place of
worship. We didn’t have the usual array of fellowship meals and fundraisers. Children,
youth, adult, and senior activities all looked so different in 2020; and there was a lot not
to like about it. But we did them because we loved the Lord, our God, and we loved our
neighbors, and we wanted to keep people safe as we expressed our love.

I certainly don’t want to go through a year like 2020 again; but I heard a compliment the
other day that really made me proud. I was on a zoom call when one of our church
members shared that a friend of hers told her, “Wrightsville has been the model for how
to be the church during a pandemic.” The person who said this did not go to our church.
I couldn’t believe what I was hearing. It has been such a trying year. But someone who
doesn’t go to our church noticed what we were doing and thought we were doing it right.

Well, we’ve certainly tried. I’'m glad this person thought we were being a model church
because some things we did well, and some things we didn’t. But all in all, I am really
proud of how Wrightsville United Methodist has responded to the pandemic. For

instance:

We learned how to worship online. Who will ever forget the Easter sunrise making that
bright orange cross as it came up over the horizon?

We all learned how to join meetings or classes through zoom calls on the computer or
smart phone. Did you know that most of our administrative meetings actually had better
attendance this past year than in years past?

We took inspiration with us from the morning devotions done by Pastor Christina, the
evening devotions organized by Donna Pinckney, and the youth devotions delivered by
our high school seniors.

Children (and a few adults too) learned new songs on Music Mondays with the help of
our Children’s Music Director, Courtney Rickert.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

We had more children participate in Vacation Bible School this year than ever before because it was held online
and wasn’t constrained by how many people the church building could hold.

Families shared the responsibility of teaching children’s Sunday School classes online each week.

We spread the message of the Gospel house by house with yard signs that let people know we were praying for
our schools and reminding them to “Love Your Neighbor.”

We had one of the best Methodist Men’s Golf Tournaments ever, with far greater participation than we’ve had
before in the five years I’ve been here.

We still had the Son Run, even though we couldn’t all run at the same time.
We confirmed 26 young people in Christ this year, and 24 more will be confirmed in 2021.
Just in the last month alone we have gone the extra mile to love our neighbors as ourselves.

More than $17,000 was donated through the church to our annual Street Turkeys of Wilmington food drive.
And an additional $9,000 was donated online.

95 children in the foster system with the Methodist Home for Children received gifts and toys this year because
of your generosity through the Angel Tree program.

We helped those who have recently been released from prison with more than $5,600 in donations to LINC.
Those donations went to buy gift cards and stocking stuffers for adults trying to get re-established in the com-
munity again.

And we still have several more ministry drives scheduled for Christmas week to help those who need warm
clothes, the sick, and kids in school; but they won’t take place until after I’'ve written this article.

I could keep giving more examples; but the bottom line is that we never stopped being the church in 2020, not
even for a minute. Instead, we just did church in different ways than we’ve done it in the past. Don’t get me
wrong. I’m very much looking forward to returning to worship in the building and so many other things that
I’m more accustomed to doing; but I'm proud of how flexible our church has been in difficult circumstances.
If there’s one thing I’'ve been reminded of this year it is that God is with us through it all. May we continue to
praise his name as we look forward to 2021.

May the Peace of Christ be with you,
Pastor Doug

From the
Congregational Care Committee

The Congregational Care Committee would like to Thank you to all of the MANY volunteers
encourage you to call, text, or send anote to who helped make our Journey to the

someone in our church family during January. Manger such a special, heart warming

event. Folks of all ages managed to work

together while staying safely apart to
and healthy New Year to one or two

friends each week.

create a wonderful celebration of our Lord's

birth. We appreciate your efforts and hope

Thank vou f ding the cheer! that your Christmas was meaningful.
you for spreading the cheer!
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I
Pastor Doug on Sabbatical

At the very beginning of 2020, weeks before the pandemic hit the United States, I entered into conversation with
the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) to discuss the possibility of a brief sabbatical. Sabbaticals are meant
to help pastors rest, renew, and re-charge for future ministry. June of 2021 will mark 25 years in pastoral ministry,
and while I never know for sure when I may be asked to move again, I am hopeful that I will continue to be at
Wrightsville for many more years to come. The Lilly Endowment has a program where they supply grants to
pastors and churches to help pay for sabbatical plans. My plan was to step away for the summer of 2021 and
spend it visiting large and growing United Methodist churches around the country, talking with their lead pastors
and staff about the programs and holy habits that they have used to sustain their churches and nurture their souls.
Alas, the pandemic hit. My travel plan was foiled. I didn’t get the grant.

But, the SPRC really liked the plan. They believe that the church will benefit from my continued growth and
learning. Furthermore, with the ongoing issues occurring because of the coronavirus and the impending
denominational split due to divisions over human sexuality they felt it was best to go ahead and get away so that I
can be back to help lead us through the next year and beyond. So, I will be away from the office from January 10t
through February 7t, 2021.

My plan will look very different from the one I submitted to the Lilly Endowment. Due to the pandemic I will not
be travelling the country; but instead will be studying worship services and websites online and interviewing
pastors and staff from other churches by phone. I am very excited about this opportunity and am grateful to the
church for providing me with this time to learn and grow.

In addition, I have put on some weight in the last year that has triggered some important warning signs in regards
to my personal health. Therefore, I am also hoping to use this time to create some better habits to improve my
overall health, as well.

I really couldn’t do this without the help of an incredible and supportive staff. We have the best, bar none. Itis
because of them that I believe our ministries will continue to flourish while ’'m away. The usual responsibilities
and decisions that the senior pastor has to take care of will be given over to our Associate Pastor, Christina
Turner. If she needs help she’ll be able to turn to our Staff-Parish Relations Committee for additional guidance.
But, I have no worries. This experience should help Pastor Christina grow as a pastor, as well.

I will be away from Wrightsville Beach and will not be available for pastoral calls during this scheduled sabbatical.
Pastor Christina and Pastor Hope will be on-call to handle any pastoral needs that may arise. If you have any
questions between now and Jan. 10, feel free to contact me at the church at 910-256-4471 or contact our Staff-
Parish Relations Chair, Kristin Selby, at 910-612-2075. I appreciate your prayers for me and for the church during
the four weeks that I’'m away.

Pastor Doug

Altar Guild News

Have you been thinking about a way to use your gift of leadership as well as
your love of flowers? If you answered “yes”, we would love to talk to youl
We are looking for someone to head up our Altar Guild. As you can
imagine, that has looked very differently during this time of the church
being closed! As long as we remain closed, this opportunity would involve
the scheduling of Altar Guild members to make floral arrangements for our
weekly online services. As the church begins to open, the Altar Guild will naturally have more
ways to be involved. Please contact Julia Jewell at julia@wrightsvilleumc.otg if you would like
to hear more about this.
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The Wrightsville United Methodist Church Outreach

hsiiriv fu I f S Committee supports and nurtures individuals and
\ organizations who are in need in our community,
= h nation and world. We also seek to provide members
Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of ofour congregfztfon o'pportu.nztles lo d.eﬁne their
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. -warTHew 2540 own ministry in service OfChl”lSt.

Journey to the Manger:
Collections for:
Snipes Academy &
Walking Tall

C"UUAUW\% MM Because of your generosity,

we collected the following on
Sunday, December 20, at
Journey to the Manger:

“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the
star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes

(i
v
y
/

are home, when the shepherds are back with the « 28 coats, 89 pairs of socks,
flocks, then the work of Christmas begins: To find 80 pairs of gloves & 38 hats
the lost, to heal those broken in spirit, to feed the for kids

hungry, to release the oppressed, to rebuild the » 18 coats, 24 hats, 16 pairs

of gloves & 46 pairs of
socks for men

e 11 coats, 16 hats, 26 pairs
of gloves & 52 pairs of
socks for women

e 33 blankets & 75 scarves

nations, to bring peace among all peoples, to make ‘
a little music with the heart. And to radiate the
Light of Christ, every day, in every way,
in all that we do and in all that we say.
Then the work of Christmas begins.”

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard

All of the Cupboard Elves are thrilled to see all of the help that
Wrightsville UMC has given us during this pandemic. Right now
i c“gf__"::;iz,_ our needs are canned meat, canned fruit, bar soap, whole grain

cereal, toilet tissue rolls, and large bottle of juice. We could also use
some reusable grocery bags (we have plenty plastic & paper.)

Save the Date!
Blood Drive
Monday, February 15 American
9 am-2 pm Red Cross

You can make an appointment online at: redcrossblooddrive
or by calling the church office at 910-256-4471.
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Wrightsville United Methodist Church
2021 Church Budget
Conference Apportionment 154,480
Personnel & Benefits 936,341
Administrative Expenses 68,650
Utilities 44,500
Maintenance Expenses 184,791
Insurance 79,855
Outreach 30,000
Racial Unity 2,000
Worship 5,000
Sunday Night Service 1,150
Youth 44,500
Seniors/Stars 0
Spiritual Formation 24,000
Music 27,500
Finance 25,000
Stephen Ministries 2,000
Fellowship 3,500
Nurture/Bereavement 0
$1,633,767

2021 Church Budget approved by the
Administrative Council
11/18/2020

Wrightsville UMC Administrative Council Leadership Team 2021

Chairperson Jim Busby
Vice Chairperson David Ray
Secretary Mikki Perry
Lay Members to Annual Conference Barbara Gowdy
Emily Lain
Staff Parish Relations Ministry Chair Kristin Selby
Finance Ministry Chair Richard Morrison
Trustees Chair TBD by Trustees
Nurture Ministry Team Chair Sue Van Note
Outreach Ministry Team Chair Donna Hudson
Spiritual Formation Ministry Team Chair Sherri Ingle
Worship Ministry Team Chair Julia Jewell
Financial Secretary Carla Whitlow
UMM President Hayes Perry
UMW President Judie Eakins
UMYTF President TBD by 4:12
Lay Leader Michelle Clark
Members At Large:
Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023
Bill Merriman Eric Hickman Lori Kilbourne
Scarlet Campbell Ryan Bisplinghoff Emily Lackey
Mary Konrady Jack Fuller Ryan Gilbert
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New year....new studies....is this the year YOU join a new study? Jump on in!
We have lots to offer!
donna@wrightsvilleumc.org for more info

Monday Night Lights

Women’s Study led by Sherri Ingle
begins online on January 4, 2021
Monday evenings at 5:30 pm on Zoom

T Uosfen's Tudopth Sludy.

T LIve

Registration now underway: donna@wrightsvilleumc.org

Books are here!
Registration is required to receive the Zoom link and to reserve a book.

“To Live is Christ: The Life and Ministry of Paul - Bible Study by Beth Moore
provides a personal study experience five days a week plus video sessions of this in-
depth women's Bible study on the life and ministry of Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles.
Paul served faithfully, loved heartily, and demonstrated what it means to die daily, cru-
cified with Jesus Christ. Join Beth Moore in a journey to discover a greater appreciation
for his unflagging faith and undying devotion to servanthood.”

Men’s Bible Study

The Thursday Morning Men’s Bible study is beginning a new study of the
Book of Romans. This community of men meet weekly on Zoom for study
and fellowship.

Interested in joining the Zoom call on Thursday mornings at 6:45?
onans All men are welcome!

Tho Christian 6107 ) ) .
Contact Gene Ingle at gingle@intracoastalrealty.comfor more info.
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Monday Night Blessings

4 week Women’s Study led by Ann Jenkins
begins online on February 1, 2021
Monday evenings at 6:00 pm on Zoom

Known by Name: Hagar
In the Face of Rejection, God Says I'm Significant
By Kasey Van Norman, Jada Anae Edwards, Nicole Johnson, & Karen Lee-Thorp

“Unresolved, but not Unseen.

Women's hearts are exposed and the truth of our nature is revealed as we explore the lives of
women in the Bible who asked the same three questions every woman still asks today: How does
everyone see me? How do | see myself? How does God see me?”

Registration now underway: Donna@wrightsvilleumc.org

Books are ordered!
Registration is required to receive the Zoom link and to reserve a book.

Monday Morning Book Study

Join Mel Pitts at 10:30 am on Monday mornings in
February for a discussion of the book
Everything Happens for a Reason:

Rl xexoles And Other Lies I've Loved by Kate Bowler.

KATE BOWLER

TS
LA

-

o

“Frank and funny, dark and wise, Kate Bowler pulls the reader deeply into her life in an account
she populates affectionately with a colorful, often hilarious retinue of friends, mega-church
preachers, relatives, and doctors. Everything Happens for a Reason tells her story, offering up her
irreverent, hard-won observations on dying and the ways it has taught her to live.”

Books are ordered! Register to receive Zoom info and reserve a book:
donna@wrightsvilleumc.org

Sunday School Classes for Adults

Did you know that some of our Sunday School classes for adults have
continued to study together throughout the pandemic?
Interested in a Zoom class, emailed lesson or outside meeting?

donna@wrightsvilleumc.org for more info
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E—
Winter Reading List

Ready to snug in for January and read a good book or two? Looking for some new titles?
Here are a few to consider:

The Gospel for the Person Who Has Everything by Will Willimon. Bishop William Willimon brings
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to life for the person who has everything — happy, fulfilled human beings,
who don't feel the same level of need expressed by the downcast, the outcast, the brokenhearted, and
the miserable. We all have people in our lives who think they don't need Jesus. This book is Willimon's
answer to the question, “What do you say to the person who says, through his or her neglect of the
faith, ‘Thanks, but I don't need it."?"

What Would Granny Say? And Other Somewhat Embellished Memories by Tony Rowell. For
decades, Rowell—a pastor, mission trip leader, songwriter, photographer and storyteller—has made it
his passion to experience, gather and share stories of the Lord at work in big ways and small. Now, a
lifetime of memories is offered in this collection of essays. From fishing with his granny in the Florida
Panhandle to stumbling into boars and bear alike in the Carolina wilderness to ministry in Bolivia,
Colombia and Latvia, Rowell weaves beauty with simplicity and good old-fashioned humor. Rev.
Rowell is an elder in the South Carolina United Methodist Conference.

A House Divided: Engaging the Issues through the Politics of Compassion by Mark Feldmeir. Mark
Feldmeir, pastor of a politically diverse United Methodist congregation, explores eight of the most
divisive issues of our day—climate change, racism, immigration, healthcare, medical aid in dying,
Islamic extremism, homosexuality, and social isolation and suicide—through the lens of “a politics of
compassion,” the motivating, unifying ideals of the gospel that insist that we work together for the
benefit of the common good. Each chapter includes a study guide for small group conversations.

Building Resilience: When There’s No Going Back to the Way Things Were by Alice Updike
Scannell. How do we develop the resilience that empowers us to be ourselves in the face of change?
This book offers a path toward creativity in responding to change in your life, regaining some control
over your circumstances, and overcoming feelings of helplessness.

God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and Its Aftermath by N. T.
Wright. Discover a different way of seeing and responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, an approach
drawing on Scripture, Christian history, and the way of living, thinking, and praying revealed to us by
Jesus. Wright shows that a careful reading of the Bible and Christian history offers simple though
profound answers to our many questions.

Beautiful and Terrible Things: A Christian Struggle with Suffering, Grief, and Hope by Christian
M.M. Brady. With deep faith, knowledge of Scripture, and the wisdom that comes only from
experience, Brady guides readers grieving losses and setbacks of all kinds in voicing their lament to
God, reflecting on the nature of human existence, and persevering in hope.

Looking for another suggestion?
I'd love to help! donna@wrightsvilleumc.org



https://nccumc-hl.mimas.opalsinfo.net/bin/search/recDetailPage?rid=6129
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Sunday School Every Sunday Morning!
Check your email, Facebook, Instagram, or
Remind Texts for the link!

A big Thank You to all of our

OY Children of J.O.Y. Families who
donated gifts and food this Christmas
JESUS - OTHERS « YOURSELF season to those in need in our

WRIGHTSVILLE UMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES community!

VYV VYVYVYVYVYeVYeYN
Children are a gift
from the Lord

January 10 - 4 year olds: 3-4 pm

January 17 - Kindergarten: 3-4 pm

January 24 - 1st Grade: 3-4 pm
January 31 - 2nd-4th Grades: 3-4:30 pm
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SET AN ‘ ' EXAMPLE

‘FOUR
TWELVE

WRIGHTSVILLE UMC YOUTH

A big thank you to all of our 4:12 families who donated gifts and food this
Christmas season to those in need in our community!

4:12 on Sunday Evenings

January 10
5-6:30 pm All Middle School Youth

January 17
5-6:30 pm All High School Youth

January 24
5-6:30 pm All Middle School Youth

January 31
5-6:30 pm All High School Youth

|

|

: CONFIRMA\U [ION
I @

| Confirmation Classes

I Wednesdays:

| January 6 & 20

| 6:30-8 pm

|

Life Groups! (Watch for an email from your leaders!)

God'’s Girlz
(for all middle school girls)
Tuesdays
5:30-7 pm
January 12 & 26

High School

Guys & Girls
Tuesdays

5:30-7 pm
January 5 & 19
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‘happy birthday to you...

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24,
25.

20.

27.
28.
29.
Y 30.

31.

January 2021 Birthdays

Kitsie Auman, Lisa Weeks, Carol Brown

Keith Carter, Chelsey Files

Tyler Bagley, Waylan Dobbins

Phyllis Kosicki, Jim Hardee, Janet Allen, Tim Neatherly, Kingsley Soles

John Garvey, Kris Ludtke, Tonya Blalock, Paul Knott, Marley Harrison, Jackson Isear, Millie
Marks, Peg Braddy

Tom Rowland, Jerald Cole, Linda Wilson, Ella Kullberg

Stephanie Landon, Reece Jones, Ludo Zirilli, Amy Leister, Conor Kerr, Jim Ross
Kinsley Nagle

. Sidney Nykanen, Gwen O’Quinn, Chris Painter, Paul Clarkson, John Pollard, Chloe Norvell

. Kay Warren, Hank Gerock, Jason Tam, Erik Schutte, Campbell Neatherly, Landon Mazer

. Bob Millar, Tammie Key, Katie Dattilo, Tommy Huettl, Jody Murphey

. Pat Woodard, Mark Turner, John Midgett, Conner Tarbert, Ralf Henry

. Skip Ludtke, Justin Batson, John David Allen, Stone Turner, Grace Smith

. Bernie Nykanen, Holly Ray, Anabelle Little, Patrick Renton, Justin Leas

. Bobbie Edwards, Alex Paquin, Lisa Brewster, JaNell Dowless, Jenny Crittenden, Campbell Col-

lins

Ted Hughes, Pat Britton, Jean Sandlin, Ed Wagenseller, Jim Freeman, Allison Tam, Kennedy
Farrell, Hadley Hodges, Joshua Salem

Vince Hernandez, Shawn Hicks, Savannah Speight, Mason Buckner

Santa Joya

Sandy Spiers, Glenn Walker, Taylor Fagan, Evans Lackey

Judy Noll, Doug Buchheit, Tonya Boulware, Jackson Davenport

Linda Coleman, Gary Chadwick, Allen Riggan, Regan Scherer, Hudson Smith, Meighan
Rowlee, Cy Thompson

Dawn Williams, Jonathan Harris, Jackson Norvell, Jack Scherer, Brent Brouse

Carol Lander, Terri Littlejohn, Spencer Jarnagin, Pam Hutsell, Presley Dills

Frank Efird, Dallas Elliott, Wagner Shay, Fred McWhorter, Niel Brooks, Ryan Bradley, Ainsley
Senter

Lois Steele, Gene Ingle, Sherri Ingle, Kevin Hampson, Bob Stone, Tara Sullivan, Steve Camp-
bell

Frances Mitchell, Steve Wells, Tyler Newman, Jen Fagan

Grady Richardson, Luke Menius, Gary Cram

Cameron Pearson, Braelyn Roberson, Zannah Roberson

Anne Pleasants, Gina Good, Zach Hutchinson, Lillian Smith, McKenna Eckles, Maddie Dan-
iels

Doug Hewett, Ann Lyon, Melanie Shelton, Dave Wilson, Britt Baker, Tom Harris, Jennifer
Emerson

U U you have news to share with your church family, please email Susan (susan@wrightsvilleumc.org

by January 15 so it may be included in the February issue of The Seagull.
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—
PRAYER LIST JANUARY 2021

“Pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”

James 5:16
Ron Seay Kathryn Webster Margaret Cumming
Pati Kilbourne Jetf, Meredith & Sullivan Pam Enoch
Mary Simmons Holland Robin Keen
Billy Davis Mary Rieves Janice Doan
Guenter & Rita Hertel Judy Shepherd Faye Glennon
Jana Hertel Collins & Family June Gallagher
Kyle Dean Mottison Jerry Herritage
Eileen Sharpe Mary Helen Luke
John Corpening Sherrill Beatty
Brian Smith Alda & Joe Biddell
Sawyer Lee Linda Melvin
Gary Sample Garrett West

As we have done at the beginning of each new year,
all names listed on the permanent prayer list have been taken off
as we try to keep the list more up to date and relevant.

If you would like to add someone to the permanent prayer list,
please call the church office at 910-256-4471
and request that they be put back on.
Thank you.

A requested prayer of thanks from many who have benefited from your prayers.
Condolences to the families of:

Vivian Biggers (Gwen O’Quinn’s sister), Sherrill Auman, Bob Brandt, Vesta Burroughs, Judy Davis,
Ben Shepard, Anne Shepard, Ann Willson (Melissa Wagenseller’s mother)

We encourage you to lift up the names of people in our church, your family,
or friends you know personally so that the church might pray for them.
If you would like to add a person’s name to the prayer list
please contact Mikki Perry at 910-256-4471.

All prayer requests for political candidates or groups will be prayed over by our prayer
team;

but will not be published in accord with the US Tax Code.
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— - Pastor Doug Sabbatical Page 3 January Birthdays Page 11
4 Altar Guild News Page 3 Prayer List Page 12
= 4] Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard Page 4 anuary Calendar Page 13
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| — @ Journey to the Manger Page 4
m Q. Blood Drive Page 4
E Q. Financial News Page 5
(o) (§v] 2021 Church Budget Page 5
<4 C Administrative Council Page 5
e Monday Night Lights Study ~ Page 6
Nt Men’s Bible Study Page 6

Monday Night Blessings Page 7
Mon. Morning Book Study ~ Page 7
Sunday School News Page 7
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