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 Why I Give 
The tooth fairy pays much better than she did when I was a kid. In the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
when I lost a front tooth eating an apple, I woke up the next morning to a crisp dollar bill 
or fifty cents under my pillow. About that time, my mom taught me how to give to the 
church. You set aside 10%, which was called a tithe, she said. For a dollar, I would set 
aside a dime. If it was fifty cents, a nickel. If I made $5 from hawking my old Barbies at 
our yard sale? Two shiny quarters.  

As a kid, I accepted that this was a thing you just did – like brushing your teeth or hair 
before going to school. But as I went to college and began trying to pay my own bills, I 
wondered – why give, really? Couldn’t my local church make it on the gifts of a couple of 
people better off than me? Would my couple hundred bucks really make a difference?  

Jesus talked a lot about money – more than he talked about almost any other subject. In 
fact, in Matthew 6:21, he said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
By giving, God does a couple of things all at once. (God is smart like that.) When I give, 
God shapes my heart to care about the things that God cares about the most. God 
increases my faith that God will provide for what I need. And God uses my gifts as part 
of the giving of Wrightsville UMC to do much greater things than they could do on their 
own. God knits me together with you. 

Our October practice for Vision 2020 is to increase giving. October is the season when 
we develop our yearly church budgets. Each year, our church staff, lay leaders, and 
Finance Committee prayerfully evaluate what money we have spent that year and seek to 
come up with a faith-based budget for the year ahead. God has always come through for 
us through the generosity of the congregation. Even in a pandemic, when finances are 
tight, we are grateful to God for the ways our church family has continued to give. 

As a pastor, I have the gift of being able to see some of the ways God uses our gifts 
together. Together, our gifts continue to help our youth and children grow in faith, whether 
online or outdoors! We will finally confirm the Confirmation Class of 2020 and begin 
Confirmation for the Class of 2021. We hope to begin outdoor worship for morning 
worship and Sundays at Six. We will begin new studies and provide fellowship for our 
seniors. We will hold our first Virtual Son Run to raise money for three organizations. 
(That’s just in October!) 

Maybe giving on a regular basis as a spiritual practice is familiar to you. Or maybe it’s 
new. Maybe you have been giving ten percent of your income or more for a long time – 
or maybe that seems unattainable right now. This month, can you prayerfully increase 
your giving in some way? Pray and choose an amount together with God. Talk to your 
spouse, family, friend, or parent. (And maybe give some kids in your life an important 
math lesson – how to give a couple of shiny quarters.) 

 

Peace of Christ,  

Pastor Christina 

THE SEAGULL 

mailto:julia@juliawalkerjewell.com
mailto:donna@wrighsvilleumc.org
mailto:mikki@wrighsvilleumc.org
mailto:carla@wrighsvilleumc.org
mailto:sarah@wrightsvilleumc.org
mailto:rynouncw@gmail.com
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Racial Unity October Meeting 

October 6 at 5:30 pm on Zoom 
Join the meeting here: 

 Meeting ID: 968 3209 8642 
Passcode: 685553 

 
or email wumcracialunity@gmail.com 

to learn more! 
 

Be the Bridge: 101 Study! 

How can we build bridges across racial 
lines when we live in such a hyper-
segregated world? The Racial Unity Group 
invites you to join a four week study called 
Be the Bridge 101. The study meets for 
four Wednesdays starting on October 14 
(October 14, 21, 28 & November 4) at 
7 pm on Zoom. 

Before the first class, please download and 
purchase the study guide (available for $10) 
here: 
https://bethebridge.myshipify.com/prodcu
ts/be-the-bridge-101-foundational-
principles-every-white-bridge-builder-
needs-to-understand-pdf-dowload. 

 
To sign up for the study and receive the 

Zoom link, email 
christinat@wrightsvilleumc.org. 
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Some of our Women’s Circles are 
returning in October. Contact 
information is provided for each group. 

Ruth Circle will meet on Monday, 
October 20, at 10 am. Contact Marie 
Cooke for more information at 910-620
-4241.  

Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday, 
October 13, at 1 pm. Contact Jeannie 
DeGaetano for more information at 
910-617-7268. 

UMWUMW  

CIRCLE CIRCLE   

NEWSNEWS  

Message From Pastor Hope To Our Seniors 

I wanted to let you know about a gathering as the church 
starts some small openings this fall.  In October on 
Wednesday mornings from 11 am to noon, I am going to 
meet with any senior adults who would like to gather outside 
in the covered parking area under the Fellowship Hall. We 
will have to be very careful about safety rules, but seeing each  
other for just a little while outside would lift so many spirits. 

The safety rules of wearing a mask, use hand sanitizer, stay 6 
feet apart, bring your own chair and stay outside will be 
followed. No food or drinks. I realize not everyone will want 
to come, but for those who do, we can have a prayer and a 
little visit. I am hoping to pass this by word of mouth and 
thank you if you can help pass the news. I hope you are 
doing well! 

 

Safety Protocols for Small Group Meetings (Phase 2.5)* 
Out of love for our neighbors, intent to do no harm, and desire to spread the Word of God and not 

COVID-19, The Wrightsville United Methodist Church Re-Entry Committee has developed the following 
safety rules for return to on-site gatherings. 

 
 The added intensive cleaning schedule requires that meeting attendees not go into other spaces/areas before or 

after scheduled meetings and to use the restroom closest to meeting space.  Everyone should leave the building 
within 15 minutes from the end of meeting. 

 Face coverings are to be worn inside and outside the building. Disposable masks will be provided. 

 No eating or drinking inside or outside the building. 

 Practice social distancing  (six foot distance between individuals). 

 Temperature checks for all participants.  

 Please stay home if anyone in your family is not feeling well or experiencing any symptoms (including fever, 
chills, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, cough, or loss of taste or smell).  Please follow state and local 
guidelines on self-quarantine if your family travels. 

 Please inform the group leader if you or your child develops symptoms of the virus after attending a class/
event/meeting OR tests positive for the virus OR comes into contact with someone who has tested positive 
for COVID-19 (especially family members). 

 These protocols are for the safety of all participants.  If you are not comfortable with the rules set forth at this 
time, we ask that you wait until restrictions have been relaxed before you attend any small groups taking place 
on-site at Wrightsville UMC.  

*These rules are subject to change as the state moves to different phases and at the discretion of Wrightsville  
United Methodist Church Re-Entry Committee (composed of representatives from Administrative Council,  
Trustees, Staff Parish, medical professionals from within the congregation and WUMC Staff). 
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The Wrightsville United Methodist Church Outreach  

Committee supports and nurtures individuals and  
organizations who are in need in our community, nation and 

world.  We also seek to provide members of our congregation op-
portunities to define their own ministry in service of Christ. 

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard by Marie Cooke 

Mother Hubbard’s client numbers are up and they are serving 250+ families each 
week! Critical needs right now are toilet paper, canned vegetables, and low carb 
soups (20 or less) for diabetics. 

You can drop off donations in the plastic tubs which are located under the church 
covered parking lot by the door. You can also take them to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard on the fourth 
Friday of the month between 11 am and 1 pm. MHC is located on the corner of Red Cross and 4th. 
Please take donations to the entrance on 4th Street. 

You can watch a video about Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard below and how needs have changed because 
of Covid 19: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81oVtmqbR10&t=1s 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities to Serve and Give 

Cape Fear Literacy Council needs volunteers to work with adults who want to learn to read (Adult Lit-

eracy) and with adults who want to improve their English language skills (ESL). Training sessions for volun-
teers are comprised of 4 sessions and are currently via Zoom. If interested call CFLC at 910-251-0911. 

Cape Fear Literacy Council is also sponsoring a “35 for 35” campaign. In recognition of 35 years of service to 
our community, their initiative is for 1,000 people to contribute $35.00 each. Their organization provides tutor-
ing for adults who want to learn to read and for adults who want to improve their English language skills. 
You can donate at: https://www.cfliteracy.org/get-involved/donate/. 

A Safe Place is looking for folks to help them make a difference to survivors of domestic sex trafficking. 

They have experienced many setback during this time. The annual fundraising luncheon was cancelled due to 
keeping the health and safety of our community a priority, our Outreach Center has experienced multiple flood-
ing issues, and many of our members have faced great challenges with their mental health and substance use 
struggles during this time of COVID-19. 

We are challenging you to donate to #20for2020. We invite you to share this challenge with others in hopes to 
create a ripple effect of generosity that will directly impact survivors of sex trafficking. You can donate at: 
https://www.endslaverynow.org/act/give/donate. 
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Clean Out Your House for the 3rd Annual Huge Mission Of  Hope Yard Sale! 

Donation Accepted: November 10, 11 & 12 from 8 am-6 pm at Wrightsville UMC 
Yard Sale Dates: November 13 from 8 am-6 pm and November 14  

from 8 am– Noon at Wrightsville UMC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support Mission of Hope by donating and shopping! To learn more about  
Mission of Hope: Rotifunk Hospital, please go to: www.rotifunk.org. 

If you have questions or would like to help with the sale,  
please contact Donna Hudson at 704-905-4458 or cfhudjr@yahoo.com 

 

 

Start Rounding Up: 

 Furniture 

 Jewelry 

 Small Appliances 

 Household Items 

 Sporting Goods 

 Toys 

 Tools 

 Books 

 Video Games 

 Art Work 

 Home Décor Items   
    

 

We will not be accepting: 

 Clothes 

 TVs 

 Computers 

 Printers 

 Mattresses 

 Baby Items and furniture 
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The 2020 “Can’t Stop Us” Son Run/Walk 
October 10-18 

 

Complete information about registration, donations, posting results, prizes and more can be found at 
www.wrightsvilleumc.org. 
 
Watch this video with instructions about registering: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAQTPmaRJpI&feature=youtu.be. 
 

If you have any questions, please send them to wumcsonrun2020@gmail.com. 
  

The 22nd annual Son Run/Walk, sponsored by the Outreach Committee, will go on, despite COVID-19.  BUT, it 
will be held virtually in 2020.  This event has been part of the fall calendar at WUMC for 21 years and You Can’t 
Stop Us!!!  The run/walk has provided significant amounts of money in the past 21 years to agencies that help our 
neighbors in need. The majority of funds raised in previous years were graciously donated by local businesses.  Af-
ter thoughtful consideration, this year the Outreach Committee decided not to approach local businesses for dona-
tions in light of the economic losses to the business community due to COVID-19. 
 
WHO:       Ladies and gentlemen and children of all ages!!! 

WHERE:  You choose where to run/walk. 

WHEN:    During the period October 10-18.  You will run/walk as often as you wish during the 9 day period.  
      You will record the distances you accumulate and will post it on the WUMC website at       
      www.wrightsvilleumc.org. We hope you will send photos to wumcsonrun2020@gmail.com as you     
      participate. 

HOW:      You will register on the WUMC website and will be asked to pay a registration fee of $10 per adult, $5 
      per child. 

WHY:       We are hoping to raise funds for three charities that need our help during this pandemic. We are        
       asking that you solicit sponsors for your run/walk – as many sponsors that you want, but hopefully at 
       least 3. Your sponsors’ donations will be made to www.wrightsvilleumc.org, then passed on to the 3 
       charities. 

WHAT:      The charities we have selected to receive the proceeds of the sponsor donations are The Help Hub, 
        LINC (Leading Into New Communities) and Methodist Home for Children.   
 
There will be no tee shirts for the race, no medals or ribbons.  For fun, pull out one of your vintage Son Run tee 
shirts while you raise funds.  If you are unable to participate in the run/walk, please consider sponsoring someone 
you know – a pew mate, a Zoom friend, a member of your Sunday School, a WUMC staff member, or the pastors.  
 
Let’s make this a Son Run/Walk for the record books.  Can’t Stop US!!!! 

http://www.wrightsvilleumc.org/
mailto:wumcsonrun2020@gmail.com
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Disciple I 

Always wanted to take Disciple Bible Study, but weren’t sure you could make the classes?  Join Pastor 
Doug on Zoom for Disciple I this year! 

Disciple I is a wonderful “grand sweep” of the Bible and offers a wonderful lens for reading and studying 
the Bible.  The study gives the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the wholeness of the 
Bible as a revelation of God. DISCIPLE draws upon the work of scholars, the personal Bible reading and 
study of the participant, and dynamic group discussion to aid understanding of the Bible.  Completion of 
this class is required before registering for subsequent Disciple Bible series studies. 

The class begins October 15 and will meet weekly via Zoom on Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm.  Registration 
is required for this class.  To register or get more info:  donna@wrightsvilleumc.org. 

Join Rev. Carol Goehring 
for a Deep Dive on  
Sunday, October 11. 

mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
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The groups listed below are currently meeting on Zoom or have a return date specified.    
We’d love to have you join a study or class!  Reach out to donna@wrightsvilleumc.org  
for more information about a study and for Zoom call info. 
 

Monday Morning Book Study, led by Mel Pitts, will begin their next book discussion soon. 

 

Monday Night Lights, led by Sherri Ingle, is currently beginning a Beth Moore study of Daniel and 

meets on Mondays at 5:30 pm. 

 

Monday Night Blessings is a Women’s Bible study led by Ann Jenkins on Monday evenings 6-7 pm 

that will begin a new study soon. 

 

Mothers’ Bible Study, led by Ashley Lee, is a community of mothers who meet monthly on the fourth 

Wednesday evening at 8 pm for fellowship and support. 

 

Men’s Bible Study, led by Gene Ingle and Jack Kilbourne, meets Thursday mornings at 6:45 am for 

Bible study and fellowship. 

 

Ladies’ Bible Study, led by Linda Chapman, meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9 am for Bible 

study and fellowship. 

 

Disciple I, led by Pastor Doug, will begin meeting weekly on October 15.  Meetings will be Thursdays  

7-8:30 pm. Registration is required so that books may be purchased and distributed. 

 

The Roy Sandlin Sunday School Class continues to meet on Sunday mornings. They are currently 

studying Forgiveness by Adam Hamilton.  They’d love for you to join them! 

 

 

mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
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       4:12 October Schedule for Life Groups 
          
   God’s Girlz for all middle school girls in grades 6-8 

  October 13 & 27 from 5:30-7 pm  

            High School for Guys & Gals in grades 9-12 
  October 6 & 20 from 5:30-7 pm             

We welcome back  
all of our  

Children of J.O.Y.! 

We are welcoming back 4:12 this Fall! 
We are excited to see you all back at the church! 

Please join us in our new online Sunday School Classroom 
 every Sunday for a fun lesson! 

Check your email, Facebook & Instagram for links! 

                    4:12 on Sundays!     

 October 18: All 6th Graders are invited to attend their very first  

                 4:12 Youth Group!  5:30-7 pm 

 October 25: All 7th Graders are invited to Youth Group - 5:30-7 pm 

Each Sunday this Fall, we will be 
meeting with our grade levels on 
Sunday evenings: Future Dates! 

            Sundays from 5:30-7 pm 

   Nov. 1st:     All 8th Graders 

   Nov. 8th:     All 9th Graders 

   Nov. 15th:   All 10th Graders 

   Nov. 22nd:  All 11th Graders 

   Nov. 29th:   Thanksgiving Weekend 

   Dec. 6th:    All Seniors! 

   Dec. 13th:  4:12 Christmas Party! 

                      (Stay tuned for details!) 

Check out the complete Confirmation Schedule on Page 10! 
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Confirmation Class: 2020-2021 
 

Welcome to Wrightsville UMC’s Confirmation Class of 2020-2021!  
We are excited that your youth will be taking this journey with us. 

 

Youth are required to attend at least ten out of the fourteen classes. We also highly encourage all 
youth to attend the retreat in the spring.  

 

The cost is $100. This will help cover expenses for retreats, supplies, and materials.  
 

Each Confirmand will receive a journal when they begin Confirmation classes that will require them to 
reflect on different experiences within the church and outside the church. The journal will need to be 

completed by Confirmation Sunday.  
 

Confirmation is offered for youth in Grades 7-12. This year’s Confirmation will be led by Pastor Christina 
Turner, with the assistance of our Confirmation mentors and Pastor Doug. 

 

Here is an outline of the schedule and expectations: 
 

Confirmation Schedule  
 

Confirmation 101 for Parents and Youth:  
Wednesday, October 7th: 6:30-8 pm 

We will get to know each other and discuss any questions parents or youth have about Confirmation! At 
least one parent and the youth must attend the following meeting before starting Confirmation. 
 

Confirmation Classes: 
Classes will meet from 6:30-8 pm at the church. 
An option to attend via Zoom will be available. 
 

Schedule of Classes: 

Class 1: Wednesday,  October 21 

Class 2: Wednesday,  November 4 

Class 3: Wednesday, November 18 

Class 4: Wednesday, December 2 

Class 5: Wednesday, December 16 

Class 6: Wednesday, January 6 

Class 7: Wednesday, January 20 

Class 8: Wednesday, February 3 

Class 9: Wednesday, February 17 

 Attend Ash Wednesday 
            Worship Service Together 

Class 10: Wednesday, March 3 

Class 11: Wednesday, March 17 

Class 12: Wednesday, March 31 

Class 13: Wednesday, April 14 

Class 14: Wednesday, April 28 

Spring Retreat: April 30-May 2 

       Details TBA! This retreat is highly encouraged! 

Confirmation Service Project:  Saturday, May 8,  

       9-11:30 am at Nourish NC 

Rehearsal and Dinner: Thursday, May 13 at 6 pm 

Confirmation Sunday: May 16 at 11:15 am 

To register sign up here https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSep88AX22hGdOIfEDmlt-
_kYzoW3tLjUJnp_iBZBhPjl_nQYg/viewform by Monday, October 5. 

 
Please contact Christina Norvell, Director of Children and Youth Ministries,  

with any questions about Confirmation: fourtwelve@wrightsvilleumc.org or 910-471-9302. 
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1. Michelle Daniel, Brandy Crawford, Carter Bame, Isabelle Jewell, Cynthia Vaughn, Christi Rohde 
2. Hal King, Gregg Bass, Dan Rahe, Ken Henson, Chris Levesque, Brandy 

Moore, Ella Finley, Fin Doster, Bennett Haugland, Gray Perko 
3. Jerry Lacy, Jennie Barker, Tori Kerekes, John Roche, B.J. Horne, Scott 

McCorkle, T J Mitchell 
4. Bob Kermon, Holly Konrady, Layne Smith, Chris Madden, Emerald Clark, 

James Wilt, Molly Nece, James Wilt 
5. Eunice Andrews, Mikki Perry, Tommy Byrd, Kate Tayloe, Caleb Wiler, Sadler 

Selby, Greg Rohde, Shelley Jackson, Bo Adams, Reynolds Smith 
6. Bob Edwards, Kate Spencer, Selby Peebles, Rachel Miles 
7. Karen Symmes, Leah McCallum, Leah Jenkins, Finn Wells 
8. Bob Hawn, Pam Moffett, Nancy Lewis, Chris Cole, Buck Beam, Jazz Undy, Thomas Sylvester, 

Phil Rodilosso, Catherine Everhardt 
9. Kimberly Wilt, Russ Simmerman, Gary Crenshaw, Kathy Reed 
10. Susan Ferrell, Samantha Jarnagin, Carson Fisher, Alex Johnson, Harrison Smith 
11. Nancy Faye Craig, Tracy Christian, Windy Pigford, Terry Spencer, Owen Boswell, Kati Joyner, 

Alexander Harris 
12. Vesta Burroughs, Margaret Smith, Linda Moore, Barrett Bradley, Heather Senter, Matt Corpening, 

Reagan Meyers 
13. Kendall Thomas, Brenda Yates, Jay Witmer, Greyson Pope, Dougie Daniels, Will Smith, Eva 

McGary, Charlie Buckner, Burkley Sites 
14. Jim Farrior, Laura Paul, Kelly Campbell, John Converse, Jill Kerekes 
15. Pat Brandt, Sally Davenport, Joe Kittinger, Merritt Cofini 
16. Tricia Staton, Jana Collins, George Miller, Ed Forrest, Lorann Hellens, Essie Derrick 
17. Barbara Pugh-Schutte, Laura Ankrah, Hampton Howle, Maggie Dickens 
18. Gail Turner, Jenny Maginnes, Andrew Hill, Lux Batten 
19. Alley Hart, Jenny Yates, Amy Ott, Ember Roberts, Drew Harrison, Robbie Robinson, Van 

Lackey, Tripp Phelps, Ayden Nelson 
20. Rick Sears, Megan Atterbury, Jack Lewis, Mason Murphy 
21. John Corpening, Paige Leonard, Tonya Cumalander 
22. Gloria Kidd, Paul Kester, Davidson Good, Zachary Crawford, Hudson Simmerman, Vern Leese, 

Hall Little, Grey Greenwood 
23. Cameron Midgett, Avery Salem, Vivienne Vasaturo 
24. Ruth Isear, Barny Ratliff, Susan Barker, Bill Maus, Larry Lewis, Ed Paul, Jane Hamilton, Sailor 

Funai, Scott Girdwood 
25. Brenda Blake, Eliza Blackwell, Alex Batey, Hanna Christian, Joe Lazorchick, Hilary Bradley, Mary 

Wells 
26. Jorja Henson, Kelli Queen 
27. Brian Smith, Misty Emmart, Loren Rippy, Lauren Ford, Phil Barker, Ali Clarkson, Will Stanfield, 

Sanders Little Gene Gregg 
28. Susan Wilson, Brad Fields, Lori Kilbourne, Jeff Ward, Molly Pierson, Amelia Owens, Laura Orr, 

C.J. Bell, Macon Goodwin 
29. Susan Dixon, Gage Hill, Susan Barker, Anne Sklens, Marte Ward, Megan Morgan 
30. Ethel Reynolds, Sarah Merriman, Lori Little, Mason Clark, Abe Lackey, Bradley Willingham 
31. Rahn Boyer, Mike Malatesta, Lori Rowley, Susan Foerster, Davis Davenport 

If you have good news to share with your church family, please email Susan Fieldstein 
(susan@wrightsvilleumc.org) by October 15 so it may be included in the November  edition. 

October 2020 Birthdays 
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Prayer List October 2020 

“Pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” 

We encourage you to lift up the names of  people in our church, your family,  

or friends you know personally so that the church might pray for them. 

If  you would like to add a person’s name to the prayer list 

 please contact Mikki Perry at 910-256-4471. 

 

All prayer requests for political candidates or groups will be prayed over by our prayer team;  

but will not be published in accord with the US Tax Code. 

A requested prayer of  thanks from many who have benefited from your prayers. 

Condolences to the families of:  

Terry Noe, Herb Smith, Florence Janatsch (Kerry Murphy’s grandmother), Sonny Simpson, 
Gaye Thomas, Gary Locklear, Kaye Worsley (Susan Salem’s mother), Russ Deats, Dianne  
Matthews 

Lesa & Geoff  Broadhead 
Andrew Vaughn 
Ana Lambeth 
Cameron Yopp 
Nathan Strickler 
Bob Allen 
Shelvie Harris 
Nancy Rogers 
Wayne Rogers 
Amanda Benson 
Grace Root 
The McLain Family 
Travis Quillen 
Harry Johnson 
Reagan Taylor 
Fletcher Norris 
Jerry Woodcock 
Beth Perry 
Stan Adkins 
Jo Newman 

Wendell Blanchard 
Conley Poole 
Nancy Cates 
Ann Willson 
Merle & Mimi Bauer 
Josh & Serena Riddle 
Cynthia Horgan 
Blake Cardwell 
Don Riegel 
Leonardo Zirilli 
Sheila Frymyer 
Mark McConahey 
Lee Myers & Family 
Barbara Mengee 
Andrea Terrill & Baker 
   Weatherford 
Rick Keenan 
Lisa Anderson 
Andrew Staton 
Charley Swing 

Colby Honeycutt 
Morgan Thomas 
Scott Watkins 
Bob & Joanne Tennille 
Phyllis Deats 
Jordan Shomaker 
Betty Jackson 
Bob Brandt 
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