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The New Normal Won’t Be Normal 

With the continuing threat of COVID-19 we’ve all learned to adapt to a new sense of 
what is normal.  As I look toward the near future at Wrightsville United Methodist 
Church and the continued hope to get back in the building soon I can anticipate 
including some of these adaptations into our gatherings at the church. 

First of all, not everyone is going to feel comfortable coming back at the same time.  I 
suspect it will still be a while before we worship together again in the building; but small 
groups of less than 12 (a very Biblical number) will be allowed to meet once the state 
moves to Phase 3 in its re-opening plans, and groups larger than 12 will be allowed to 
meet outside.  If you are in such a small group I want you to know that we will continue 
to offer remote learning, such as zoom, so that you can participate from home.  Don’t 
feel bad for taking that option; and for those who feel comfortable coming to meet in 
person, please do all you can to include those who feel safer continuing to social distance 
for now.   

When people do come to a church meeting, class, or event they will be expected to wear 
a mask and have their temperature checked.  I know that sounds really inconvenient; but 
please show your love for your neighbor by doing the right thing here.  Also, you will 
find more hand sanitizers throughout the church than we had before the viral outbreak 
began. 

Worship…  Oh, how we have talked about this about a thousand different ways!  I 
suspect everyone has an opinion.  We know that it would be irresponsible to put 300 
people in the sanctuary together.  Even 200.  Even 100.  Given the growing numbers of 
cases in New Hanover County over the last month, I think we’re still several weeks away 
from worshipping together in the building, maybe even several months.  I’m personally 
excited about worshipping outside, though.  That’s a time honored tradition from Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount to John Wesley’s “Field Preaching,” so I’m looking forward to 
taking part in this practice.  Plus, it appears to be a much safer way to meet for now.  So, 
we are still planning to have morning worship outside at the Wrightsville Beach Park 
sometime after the state moves to Phase 3; and Sundays at Six will meet outside at the 
South Channel Park near the church.  Even so, we will continue to offer a video option 
much like we’ve been doing over the past four months for those who would prefer to 
stay home.   

Fellowship Events… I suspect these will continue to be suspended for a little while 
longer, too.  That goes for the fellowship time between the worship services to the Youth 
fund-raiser dinners and the breakfasts cooked by the Methodist Men.  For fund-raisers 
that are still planned months from now we’ll just have to wait and see.  I hate living with 
so much uncertainty.  These events are fun and they build community.  We need them.  
They are a very critical part of church life.  Hopefully, these events can be re-instated in 
the next few months; but it is probably better to start thinking about other ways we can 
connect with each other in the meantime. 

       (continued on page 2) 

 

mailto:julia@juliawalkerjewell.com
mailto:donna@wrighsvilleumc.org
mailto:mikki@wrighsvilleumc.org
mailto:carla@wrighsvilleumc.org
mailto:rynouncw@gmail.com
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(continued from page 1) 

I have been so proud of how our church has responded to this unprecedented event.  We’re all eager to get back 
to the old normal.  But, I think it is going to come in segments.  We’ll get back to normal a little bit at a time, and 
continue to be flexible so that we can minimize the possible spread of this disease.       

I know these are strange times; but I encourage you to join with me in this Psalm written by King David.   
Psalm 34:1-3:  

I will bless the LORD at all times; 
    his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2.  My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
    let the humble hear and be glad. 
3. O magnify the LORD with me, 
    and let us exalt his name together. 

 May the Peace of Christ be with you, 

Pastor Doug 
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If  you would like a copy of  the daily 
devotional, The Upper Room, please 

call the church office at 
910-256-4471 and we can either mail 

one to you, or leave you  a copy  
under the covered parking lot at the 

church, by the door. 
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The Wrightsville United Methodist Church Outreach 
Committee supports and nurtures individuals and 
organizations who are in need in our community, nation and 
world.  We also seek to provide members of our congregation 
opportunities to define their own ministry in service of Christ. 

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard is looking for donations! Some specific foods needed are  
legumes (dried or canned), cereal, mac & cheese, healthy & low sodium soups, toilet paper,  
and paper bags (they have plenty of plastic ones.) You can drop off donations in the plastic 
tub outside of the church under the covered parking. You can also take them to MHC on  
the 4th Friday of the month between 11 am-1 pm. They are located on the corner of Red  
Cross & 4th. Please take donations to the entrance on 4th Street. 

If you are unable to shop, please consider making a monetary donation by going online at 
https://pushpay.com/g/wrightsvilleumc?src=hpp&r=monthly and put “Mother Hubbard’s  
Cupboard” on the memo line.  

During the month of August our Outreach Committee will be spotlighting THE HELP HUB, a  
collaborative outreach program providing short-term or emergency assistance to individuals and families 
in need of financial help and/or guidance to connect them with additional resources. 
The HELP HUB is a part of The Harrelson Center. Operations and client assistance are supported  
by the center, area churches, volunteers and caring individuals and organizations. 

Concerns about paying rent in July and August are real for many. Stimulus payments are long spent, and 
the Governor’s prohibition for evictions for nonpayment ended for those renting from private landlords. 
Government subsidized rental collections and evictions will resume at the end of July. In addition, the 
moratorium on utility disconnections for non-payment ended in July. 

As a result, requests for assistance have greatly increased! Wrightsville UMC has financially supported 
The Help Hub for many years, and will continue to do so. 
 
Are you looking for a meaningful way to volunteer? The Help Hub is always in need of volunteers to  
answer phones and assist with online applications for assistance. For more information please contact 
Kathy Busby 910 612-2690. 

 

 

Our next Blood Drive is:  

Monday, August 10 

 9 am-2 pm  

  in the Fellowship Hall 

 For more information or to sign up  

 please contact the church office at 910-256-4471. 



 Page 5     THE  SEAGULL  

Hi Friends at WUMC! 

I just wanted to reach out and give you all a very heartfelt thank you for ALL the first aid kits and support you all 
gave to us with our recent Expo and POD exercise. Wow! They really were a blessing to those receiving them. I 
overheard a few people say they never expected such a nice first aid kit, or to be receiving such useful and needed 
supplies. 

Overall we handed out the hurricane prep starter kits with your first aid kits inside and a variety of cleaning sup-
plies in buckets, kids go-backpacks, document protectors, preparedness information in two languages on how to 
better prepare and a list of what you would need, and non-perishable food boxes. All of the supplies got passed 
out rather quickly! As they were pulling up to receive the supplies, we felt so much appreciation. It obviously was 
greatly needed as we started running out in a little over an hour. Folks were lined up for more than a mile before 
our volunteers even arrived around 8 am. 

Please pass on my thanks for the generosity and kindness of the church members of Wrightsville UMC! Over 
1,600 individuals and family members were touched by the 500 or more distributions between the two sites; 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and Harbor United Methodist. And that could mean a huge difference 
on how badly impacted someone is during another natural disaster. 

We look forward to coordinating with you all in the future as we continue to encourage the community to be 
“Prepared not Scared.” We would be happy to have your involvement in our future activities and LTRG trainings 
as well! 

With sincere gratitude, Ginny Peterson and Audrey Hart: @ New Hanover Disaster Coalition 

Last month we reported that Wrightsville 
UMC family had donated over $20,000 for 
our Nourish kids…as of the end of July, 

the total is now over $24,000! 
Thank you, Wrightsville! 

Thank you to everyone who donated to  

WARM (Wilmington Area Rebuilding 

Ministry), Walking Tall, Mother  

Hubbard’s Cupboard and Mission of 
Hope - Rotifunk Hospital! 

Thank you for supporting the  

Vacation Bible School project! 

Thank you from a child at  
Family Promise... 

Thank you for your continued support 
during the pandemic. 

Partners like you make the work possible. 

Blessings, Your Friends at 
The Salvation Army of Cape Fear 
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Invitation is asking an-
other to experience the 

grace of  God.  

We invite you to ask a 
friend to view our online 

worship  
services. 

Go therefore and make  
disciples of  all nations,  

baptizing them in the name 
of  the Father and of  the Son 
and of  the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey  
everything that I have  
commanded you. And  

remember, I am with you  
always, to the end of  the age. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Join Rev. Carol Goehring for a 
Deep Dive on Sunday, August 9! 

 

The practice for this month is  

Invitation. 
 

Watch the weekly eblast more 
 information. 
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Is returning from their month  

of Sabbath! 

The weekly class is offered on Zoom  

and is open to all! 

Contact donna@wrightsvilleumc.org  

for more information. 

 

Do you have a favorite book 

 you’d love to discuss?  

Interested in reading and  

gathering with other folks  

via Zoom in a book club style? 

Contact  

donna@wrightsvilleumc.org  

and let’s talk about it!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Evening Women’s Study 

Join Ann Jenkins on Monday  

evenings at 6 pm for Monday 

Night Blessings via Zoom.   

Currently studying the book of  

Hebrews, this group is open to all 

women and you can join this 

group at any time.   

They’d love to have you! 

For more information contact  

 donna@wrightsvilleumc.org. 

mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org


 

 

 

Our Thursday Morning Ladies’ 

Study continues as well.  

 They meet Thursday mornings 

at 9: 00 on Zoom. 

 

Contact Donna Pinckney for 

more information –  

donna@wrightsvilleumc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

The Thursday morning Men’s Bible Study 
continues  

at 6:45 each Thursday morning.   

Join us on Zoom for fellowship and study!  

 All men are welcome! 

Currently studying the Book of Acts,  

this group is open to all men and can be  

joined at any time. 

Questions? Gene – 620-7177 

Or donna@wrightsvilleumc.org  

for Zoom info 
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    College Student in the family? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a college student in the 

family, we want to know!   

We’d love to be in touch with 

them throughout the year.   

  Please email current address and 

contact info to:  

donna@wrightsvilleumc.org 

Thanks! 

COLLEGE CONNECT/YOUNG ADULT 

 

We’ve continued to chat on Wednesday 

nights via Zoom,  

but August brings lots of changes to this 

crowd’s schedules so…we’ll still be “there” on 

Wednesday nights at 8 pm and happy to hear 

from you via call or text ANY time! 

Please let us know what your move  

schedule is and make sure we have  

updated contact info for you. 

We love hearing from you all!! 

donna@wrightsvilleumc.org 

mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
mailto:donna@wrightsvilleumc.org
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Thank you everyone who donated to  

WARM (Wilmington Area Rebuilding Min-

istry), Walking Tall, Mother  

Hubbard’s Cupboard and Mission of Hope 

- Rotifunk Hospital! 

Thank you for supporting the  

Vacation Bible School project! 

Virtual VBS was a Hit! 

Thank you to all of the volunteers that made it possible! 

We loved seeing all of you participate! 

 

1 Chronicles 16:34 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  

his faithful love endures forever. 

Don’t forget to share pictures of you and your family 
eating breakfast together on Sunday mornings! 

Use hashtag #wumcsummerscramble. 

(See page 3 for more details!) 

Join us on Sunday mornings for 

Sunday School on YouTube! 

Watch your email and social media  

for the links to the lesson! 
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We are taking a break from Sunday School  
for the month of August! 

Join us for worship on Sunday mornings and share a 
picture of your family sharing breakfast together… 

#wumcsummerscramble 
(See poster on page 3 for details!) 

     

      

     Facebook Group: WUMC 4:12 Youth 

     Instagram Page: wumc412youth 

     Email Blast: Text WUMC412Youth to 22818 

     Remind Text: text @wumc4 to 81010 to sign up! 

Thank you to all those who donated to WARM 

(Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry), Walking Tall 

Wilmington, Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard and  

Mission of Hope - Rotifunk Hospital for our Week of 

Hope during VBS! 
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1. Marge Cooper, Sherrill Auman, Dink Gibson, Charlie Kilbourne, Olivia Mallard, Pam Fuller, Vance 
Whitehead, Isaac Cuesta, Maddie Wasylak 

2. Pat Boyer, Laura Jo Elliott, Isabella Farley, Gay Britton, Meredith Newman, Jack Fuller, Glenn Healey, 
Cindi Walters, Ronan Hoff 

3. Kim Horne, Russ Britton, Taylor Williams, Heather Cooke, Tommy Cooper, Dean Townsend, Luca 
Batten 

4. Rich Atterbury, Matt Carter, Holly Carter, Elle Garrett, Zane Hill, Bob Hebbard 
5. Linda Bridges, Georgia Vick, Ethan Pierson, John Kilian, Jim Noland, Savanah Queen, Maggie Ed-

wards 
6. Sherri Miller, Ginger Jackle, Judy Rizzo,  Brittany Witmer, Carla Weiss, Karlee Painter, Christopher 

Konrady, Jackie Zurbruegg, Norah Henry 
7. Parker Roche, Neena Fackrell, Pam Dzurilla  
8. Bill Connors, Russ Noll, Cheryl Hunter, Samuel Felton, Victoria Scott, Sarah Giachino 
9. Jean Joyner, Bill Holt, Earl Worsley, Lynn Walker, Cameron Johnson, Smith Fisher, 

Preston Nichols, Addison Taylor, Abram Walker, Grady Barnhart, Avalee Windham 
10. Jeff Smith, David Wilson, Brady Schumacher, Tim Meeker, Connor Cazeault, Gail 

Warren, Harrison Ardelijan, Jack Rayle 
11. Gayle Van Velsor, Eric Lytle, Tanner Konrady, BG Hunter, Diane Roberts, Peggy 

Roberts, Tom Sklens 
12. Joe Nease, Frank Horne, Stella Menius, Stephanie Pleasant 
13. Betty Shumpert, Heather Mills, Andrew Summey, Courtney Rickert, Sawyer Hickok      
14. Gary Ramsey, Dennis Johnson, Gary Rumbolo, Mason Borum, Denise Hinderliter , Don Harley, Ayla 

Manocchio, Brooks Cahn 
15. Jim Burroughs, Janis Norris, Pearl Rowell, Perry Newman, Helen Grace Hutchins, Grant Kleppinger, 

Ella Renton, Campbell Leonard 
16. Sarah Hedgepeth, Vic McGee, Mary Beth Cowper, Marilyn Cook, Charlotte Fort-Findley, Karen 

Thomas, Lucas McLatchy, Malcolm Leonard 
17. George Thomas, Sandy Rohwer, Anna Clark Murphy, Wynn Wells 
18. Joe Tysinger, Mike Barham, Mae Kullberg, Susan DeGroote 
19. Jean DeGaetano, Polly Jackson, Ann Jenkins, Doug Treadway, Lynn Spencer, Velvet Kleppinger,  

Herb Rohwer, Lisa Brown 
20. Roger Hill, John Shulse, Shirley Anderson, Ryan Landon, Catherine Whitney, Hugh Corbett 
21. Cecil Eakins, Russ Deats, Joe Jackson, Dale Lacy, Chris Smith, Shannon Walker 
22. Karen Carter, Todd Lambeth, Lauri Painter, Stephanie Carter, Billy DeJulio 
23. John Sandlin, PT Ingle, Jordan Harris, Jeff Crittenden, Patrick Buckner, Reese Joyner, Ellie Lee 
24. Kelty Walker, Emma Millage, Sue Van Note, Audrey Curry, Ella Toups, Michelle Willis, Smith Perko  
25. Tina Morrison, Matthew Bazemore,  Noah Belisle, Phillip Galloway, Fabry Stroud, Kane Barnhart 
26. Dale Smith, Kent Locklear, Chelsea Harris, AvaClaire Ott, Max Brooks, Nash Aughtry, Ian Grace 
27. Harold King, Geoff Broadhead, Flint Hill, Jack Sandlin, Stella Turner, Sharon Copland, Emily Lackey, 

Amy Neatherly 
28. Gretta Clinger, Gene Alford 
29. Jo Newman, Belinda Morrison, Mark Cumalander, Bill Braswell, Eli Grimm 
30. Margaret Smith, Peggy Smith, Margaret Collins, Sander Holt, Rob Spencer, Julianna Rizzo, Edie Bart-

lett, Kristine Black 
31. Dick Morrison, Brenda Ellingson, Joe Girardi, Kassi Pevonka, Caroline Harris, Connie Yow, Chuck 

Hayward 

August 2020 Birthdays  
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Prayer List August 2020 

“Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  

The prayer of  the righteous is powerful and effective.”    

 (James 5:16) 

We encourage you to lift up the names of  people in our church, your family,  

or friends you know personally so that the church might pray for them. 

If  you would like to add a person’s name to the prayer list 

 please contact Mikki Perrry at 910-256-4471. 

 

All prayer requests for political candidates or groups will be prayed over by our prayer team;  

but will not be published in accord with the US Tax Code. 

Condolences to the families of: 

Dale Rusmisell, Virginia Smith 

 

A requested prayer of  thanks from many who have benefited from our prayers. 

Grace Root 
Dick Wingo 
Toni Harden  
Sharon Long 
Lloyd & Mary Gail Hester 
Kirsten McLain & Family 
Frank Crandall 
Linda & David Surratt 
Steve Aiken 
Trish & Noah Archer 
Bob McKeithan 
Baby Grant 
Chuck Stone 
Betty & Mike Garner 
Jean Parnell 
Tonya Blalock 
Gade Lander 
Deb Albright & Family 
Anita Waligurski 
Kaye Worsley 

Retha Cooper 
Beth Perry 
Chris Bellamy 
Russ Deats 
Stan Adkins 
Wanda Farmer 
Rick Salter 
Jo Newman 
Wendell Blanchard 
Nancy Cates 
Ann Willson 
Conley Poole 
Merle & Mimi Bauer 
Josh & Serena Riddle 
Cynthia Horgan 
Blake Cardwell 
Don Riegel 
Leonardo Zirilli 
Shelia Frymyer 
Mark McConahey 

Lee Myers & Family 
Barbara Mengee 
Andrea Terrill & Baker  
   Weatherford 
Rick Keenan 
Lisa Anderson 
Andrew Staton 
Charley Swing 
Colby Honeycutt 
Morgan Thomas 
Scott Watkins 
Bob & Joanne Tennille 
Phyllis Deats 
Jordan Shomaker 
Dianne Matthews 
Betty Jackson 
Bob Brandt 
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